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as submitted to us Is evading the issue, and
it is not an acceptance by the Government
of a responsibility in this matter.

All residents of the Gascoyne area—the
commercial banana and vegetable growers,
and all the citizens in Carnarvon—know
what a cessation of the flow of the Gas-
coyne River means to them because of the
salt content in the domestic water used
by every man, woman and child in the
reticulated areas. Because of that salt
content the quality of the water depre-
ciates rapidly. Therefore, this s not
merely a matier of concern to industry on
the Gascoyne; it is a serlous matter for
the whole population of the Gascoyne.

The increased population brought about
by the advent of the tracking statlon is
such that it is hard to find a building
block except In the subdivisions proposed
at the foot of Brown's Range, and they are
miles from the centre of the town. There
is no other room for Carnarvon to grow
because of its situation. There is not an
acre left.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Only be-
cause there is so much land subject to
flooding.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: That is so;
due to lack of control of the water. It is
all tied up with that aspect. So, by these
grandiose and meaningless words which
ale contained In the amendment, the Gov-
ernment is evading its responsibilitles, It
is doing nothing that is fair to the produc-
ers on the Gascoyne; and their production
is worth miljons, not thousands, to the
State. The Government is doing nothing
to alleviate the concern and worry of
people who as producers and residents de-
pend on the control of this river. I hope
the House dismisses this amendment.

Amendment pui and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—15
Hon, C. R. Abbey Hon. N. McNelll
Hon. G. E. D, Brand Hon. T. Q. Perty
Hon. V. J. Ferry Hon. 8. T.J. Thompson
Hon. A. . Grifth Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. €. E. Griffiths Hon, H. K. Watson
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. F. D. Willmott
Hon, E. C. House Hon. H. R. Robipson
Hon. G. €. MacKinnon {Teller)
Noes—8

Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. B. H, ©. Stubbs
Hon. J. Delan Hon. R. Thompson
Hon. B. F. Hutchison  Hon. W. F. Willezee
Hon. H. C. Strickland Hon. F, J. 3. Wise

{ Teller )

Palrs
Ayes Noes

Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. E. M. Heensn
Hon. A. R. Johes Hon. J. J. Garrigan
Hon, J. Heitman Hon. F. R. H. Lavery

Majority for—7.

Amendment thus passed.

Debate (on motion, as amended) ad-
journed, on motion by The Hon. J. Dolan.

House adjourned at 9.54 pm.
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The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman) took the
Chair at 430 p.m., and read prayers.

PREMIER'S MEMBERSHIP IN
PARLIAMENT

Congratulations on 20th Anniversary

MR. NALDER (Katanning--Minister for
Agriculture) [4.32 p.m.): I crave your in-
dulgence, Mr, Speaker, and that of the
House, to offer our congratulations to the
Premier on having been for 20 years a
member of this House. On the 2T7th
October, 1945, the Premier was elected as
a member of this Chamber, and he holds
the distinction of being, as far as yeals
are concerned, the oldest member of the
Government. So today I would like to
offer our sincere congratulations and wish
him the hest for the future.

[ASSEMBLY.J

BETTING INVESTMENT TAX ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Introducilion and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand
{Treasurer), and read a first time.

QUESTIONS (29): ON NOTICE
BLOCKS AT CAPE RICHE
Survey, and Declaration of Townsite

1. Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) How many blocks have been
surveyed in the Cape Riche
townsite?

(2) Has the area 'heen declared a
townsite?

(3) If the answer to (2) is
when will this be done?

(4) As there are a number of people
waiting to provide services in this
area, will the position be attended
to?

“NO."

My, BOVELL replied:

(1) Ten—Seven husiness sites, one
hall site, school, and recreation
sites in proposed townsite.

(2) No. )

(3) Action is current and Executive
Couneil approval s expected
shortly

(4) Yes.

HARDIE TYRES ON MINISTERIAL
CARS

Length of Use end Service Obtained

2. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Premier:

(1) Are all ministerial cars equipped
with Hardie tyres; if not, what
other tyres are used?

{2) How long have these cars been
equipped with Hardie tyres?

(3) Since the equipment of the cars
with Hardie tyres, what is the
average mileage per tyre to—

{a) recappihg or retreading;
(b) being declared unserviceable?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) All ministerial motor cars are
equipped with Hardie tyres except
one, The Hardie Rubber Company
does not supply a tyre size applic-
able to this car.

(2) Purchase of Hardie tyres com-
menced from the 1lst July, 1963.

(3) No recapped or retreaded tyres are
used on ministerial cars. Tyres
are replaced, on an average, after
15,000 miles on the heavier cars
and 20,090 miles on the lighter
Cars.
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TAXI DRIVERS: IDENTITY DISCS

Authority for Issue and’ Compulsory
Wearing

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:

Is the Crown Law Department
satisfied that power to control
the conduct and dress of taxi-car
drivers, vide section 11 subsec-
tion (1) paragraph (h) of the
Taxi-cars {Co-ordination and
Control) Act give authority for
the issue of identity discs, to com-
pel payment for them, and to re-
quire the holders {o wear them;
or to promulgate regulations for
those purposes?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

The Crown Law Department has
not been asked to advise on the
point but, as explained to the
honourable member in this House
on the 2lst October last, more
specific authority is being sought
in the BINl for an Act to amend
the Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and
Control) Act, 1963, now being con-
sidered by Parllament.

This question was postponed.

MURDERS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Dates of Offences and Dealh
Penalties

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Police:

(1} On what dates have murders or
suspected murders been com-
mitted in Western Australia be-
tween the 8th September, 1964,
and the present time; and if more
than one on any day, the number
of such?

(2) On what dates did hangings, if
any, take place during the above
period?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) Tth December, 1964.
21st February, 1965.
28th February-1st March, 1965.
8th March, 1965.
20th May, 1965.
13th July, 1965.

Night 22-23rd September, 1965.
23rd September, 1965.
(2) One on the 26th October, 1964.

BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS

Tesis: Adoption of Sir Charles Gairdner

6.

Hospital Praclices
Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
represenfing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware—
(a) of Daily News, 6/4/65, refer-
ence to & coroner's inquiry
which revealed that a patient
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died as a consequencé of a
transfusion with incompatible
blood;

() that this incompatible blood
had as its origin a private as
distinet from a Government
or Red Cross supervised
source;

t¢) that the coroner recommended
that all laboratories should
study the strict methods used
at the 8ir Charles Gairdner
Hospital to prevent a mix-up
of blood samples?

(2) As the coroner stated that at the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital only
one test was done at a time, will
be, in co-operation with the
Director of the Bleod Transfusion
Service, seek means of ensuring by
way of legislation, If necessary,
that the safe practices applying at
the Sir Charles Qairdner Hospital
are practised by all laboratories
where such fests are carried out?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied: -

(1) I am aware of the circumstances of
the death in question and under-
stand that it was due to an
accidental interchange of blood
slides in a private laboratory.

(2) Accidents such as this are not
readily preventable by legislation,
but I shall have further inquiries
made to ascertain whether this i
practicable. .

RAILWAY CROSSINGS

Market Street-Guildford. Fatelity and
Warning Signals

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is it a fact a further accident took
place at the Market Street erossing
during the weekend, the 17th
October, resulting in an inmate of
a "C"-class hospital being killed?

(2> What action, if any. has been
taken singe the lasi accident to
warn the public by whistles, sirens,
flashing lights, etc., of the ap-
proach of trains?

!

Midland-Fremantle: Number without
Warning Signals, and Locations

(3! How many level crossings hetween
Midland and Fremantle are with-
out warning signals, and where are
they located?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) No. This fatality occouwrred at a
point approximately 150 yards east
of Market Street.



1834

(2)

[ASSEMBLY.]

When a train is approaching a
level or pedestrian crossing the fol-
lowing procedure is observed by
the locomotive crew—

(a) at 400 yards from the crossing,
the whistle or hooter, as the
case may be, is sounded using
the following code—

one long blast,

(b} The long bhlast Is sounded
again as considered necessary,
until the crossing has heen
reached.

(¢) In addition to the driver, the
fireman must keep a sharp
look-out when approaching a
level or pedestrian crossing
and specially draw the driver’s
attention to any road or
pedestrian traffic that does not
appear to have noted the
warning.

(d) The headlight is switched to
full beam when approaching a
level or pedestrian erossing
during day or night.

(3) The only level crossings not pro-

tected by boom or flashing light
signals are:—

(a) Helena Street—Midland.
(b} Market Street—Guildford.

NATURAL GAS FROM GINGIN
Piping to Metropolitan Area, and

1§ )]

2)

3

(4)

a1

(4)

Mr.

Development

MOIR asked the Premier:

Will he state whether the piping
of gas from Gingin to the metro-
politan area is at present con-
templated?

If the supply is at present con-
sidered inadeguate, what are the
amounts and reserves that would
have to be proved to warrant this
enterprise?

What operations are being cur-
rently conducted in this area by
the oil company concerned?

Is he satisfied with the scale of
operations by the company con-
cerned in this area, in view of
the previous encouraging gas
flow?

. BRAND replied:

to (3) There are no immediate
plans—it is too early yet to evalu-
ate the potential of the area.
One hole only has been drilled
and a second hole is in progress.
Yes. It must be appreclated that
the No. 1 hole at Gingin was
drilled to a depth of 14,908 feet
and tested. No. 2 hole is scheduled
to a depth of 14,000 feet and test-
ing will follow completion of drill-
Ing.

Depending upon the result of
No. 2, it can be anticipated that
further holes will be required be-
fore a complete evaluation of
this fleld can be arrived at,

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY:
PERTH-KALGOORLIE SERVICES

Mr.

Diversion at Northam
MOIR asked the Minister for

Rallways:

1)

2}

(&)

4)
5)

(6)

N

Mr,
(1)
(2)

3)

(5}

(6)

What is the anticipated date that
the Kalgoorlie rail traffic will be
diverted from Northam to Perth
vig the broad gauge rail route?

Commencement Dates
What are the expected dates that
the standard gauge service will be
operating from—

(a) Merredin;

(b)Y Koolyanobbing;

(¢} Kalgoorlie?

Times o} Journey

Will the time of the jowrney from
Kalgoorlie be less when the present
service is diverted vie the standard
gauge route?
If so, by how much?

What time will the journey from
Kalgoorlie to Perth take when the
standard gauge is in use?

Night Journeys: Provision of
Facilities

Will the present type of service
from Kalgoorlie be retained, i.e.,
sleeper coaches and buffet cars on
a night jJourney?
If not, will he state the type of
service planned?

COURT replied:

January, 1966.

(a) December 1966—for grain
() April 1967—for ore

(¢) Mid-year 1968

and (49 When the present
3 ft. 8 in. service is operated via
the Avon Valley dual gauge route
prior to the overall completion of
standard gauge, there will be a
saving of a few minutes,

The timetable will vary according
to the type of train. Planning in
respect of interstate trains is on
the basis of approximately eight
hours. Although no decision has
yet been reached regarding the
type of train which will operate
intrastate between Kalgoorlie and
Perth, it is expected that the
elapsed time for the journey will
be 7% hours,

and (7) No decision has yet been
made. A high-speed daylight
service is under consideration.
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GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY

No. 6 to No. 8 Pumping Slations
Section: Repairs

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is he aware that on the 15th
October there were several dan-
gerous breaks in the surface of the
CGreat Eastern Highway between
No. 6 and No. 8 pumping sta-
tions?

If repairs have not yet been effec-
ted, will attention be given te
these places as soon as possible?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Some potholes have developed on
this section of the Great Eastern
Highway. Remedial action will be
put in hand in the next few days.

(2} Answered by (1).

(2}

Mr,
(1

This question was postponed.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Silicosis: Reduction of Premium

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) When was the premium of 90s.

per cent. as charged by the
S.G.IO. in 1927 to cover silicosis
risk under the provisions of the
Workers' Compensation Act re-
duced to 80s. per cent.?

For how many years was the 80s.
per cent. rate in operation?

2)

Mr.
1)
2

O'NEIL replied:
On the 30th June, 1939.
Fourteen years.

CHEST X-RAYS
Compulsory Examinations: Frequency

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) How often are compulsory chest
X-rays carried out throughout the
State?

Have the people in any area had
a longer interval than two years
between examination In—

(a) the metropolitan area;

(b} country areas?

(2)

Tuberculosis: Cases Detected
What are the number of new
cases of tuberculosis detected
each year?

Are the number of new cases de-
tected uniform throughout the
State, or is there any area of the
State where the incidence of this
disease is higher in proportion to
the population figure?

&)

(4)

14,

15.

16.

1835

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Every four to five years.

(2) See answer to questfon (1).

New Cases.

(3) 1961 250
1962 268
1963 244
1964 208

(4) Generally, the rate is uniform

throughout the State, with slight
locel temporary variations.

This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS: BEJOORDING
Grading of Bank
Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) When was the railway bank at
Bejoording, north of Toodyay, last

" graded?

(2> What was the actual cost of such
grading?

(3) For what purpose was the bank
graded at that time?

(4) What benefits have arisen from
the grading operations?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) This work was completed on the
18th June, 1965.

(2} £29,000.

(3) To facilitate train working with
the opening of the Avon Valley
route, allowing increased loads to
be hauled in each direction and
eliminating unnecessary train run-
ning between Toodyay and Be-
joording,

(4) Increased loads of 110 tons from

Bejoording to Toodyay, and 135
tons from Coondle to Bejoording.
now apply.

HOSPITAL AT COLLIE
New Structure: Need and Proposais

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware of the urgent need
for a new modern hospital at
Collie?

What is the detailed nature of the
proposals under consideration fo-
the construction of a new and
modern hospital at Colile?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No. There is no urgent need for
a new modern hospital at Collie.
The honourable member would be
well aware that in 1955 his Ad-
ministration constructed a new
maternity wing at a cost of
£86,000 consisting of 16 beds, two
delivery bays, special ward, pre-
paration ward, nurseries, isolation
nursery, premature nursery,
toilets, ward pantries, etc.

2)

190
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At the same time, the honourable
member's Administration spent
£14,000 on repairs and remodel-
lIing, and in 1959 authorised the
remodelling of existing services to
provide a block for geriatric cases
and a new theatre block at a cost
of £17.000. Since then there has
been remodelling of administra-
tion and outpatient areas, new
laboratory facilities, and other
work at a cost of approximately
£20,000.

a builder or as a super-
visor of building work,
and has passed the exa-
mination prescribed for
applicants for registration
as registered builders, or
(v) has had such experience in
the work of a huilder or as
a supervisor of building
woark elsewhere than in
the State as to render him
in the opinion of the
Board, arrived at in such

(2) Answered by (1), but the depairt- manner as the Board
ment is aware that other renova- thinks fit, competent to
tions and extension of existing carry out 'building
facilities are necessary by the re- . :
presentations of the hospital The requirement for acceptance as
management last year, the plan- a membher o_f the Master Builders’
ning of which is now under way. Asspeiation is as follo_ws:-

Mr. Hawke: Thank you, Mr. Minister. (a) that the huilder has the

BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION

Reguirements

structural ability to com-
plete a building and
know-how to interpret
plans, specifications, bills
of quantities, etc.;

1. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for {(b) that the builder has suf-
Works: ficient managerial know-
(1) Can he advise what is the clear ledge to successfully con-

interpretation as described by the duct a business;

Master Bui.ldgrs"Associatlon as ‘tO (¢) that the builder is quali-
flnancial limitation and capacity fied in local government
relevant to builders desiring requirements and normal
registration as master builders? procedure for approval of

Contractors and Subcontraciors: plans, ete.
Responsibility {2) The financia) relationship between
(2) What is the position regarding the contractor and subcontractor
contractors who let work to sub- 15 the same as that between the

contractors who carry the financial cllent and the contractor.
obligation and responsibility as to The contractor is responsible for
completion of work— the satisfactory completion of any
(a) contractor being credited work carried out by the sub-
with total cost of job; corgtraﬁglr.d 'g‘oh% _su%corit.ractor isl;
; not entitle is final paymen
® ﬁgggﬁﬁg ?ili;;?'lriost 011:;;1;5 from the contractor until after the
particular section of con- job is completed,

tract? A client has a contract with a
builder to carry out certain works.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied: The client holds the builder re-
(1) There are no financial limitations sponsible for the executlon of these

in the Builders’ Registration Act in
respect of registration. A person
may be registered if he has satis-
fied the board that he—

(i} has attained the age of 21

works and completes his part of
the agreement by paying the
builder the agreed price. The client
has no legal knowledge of the sub-
contractors and without a further
agreement with the bullder could

years; not make direct payments to the
(ii) is a natural borm or subcontractor.

naturalised British sub-

ject; and RAILWAY TRAVEL TO NEW SOUTH
{iii» 15 a person of good WALES

character; and

(iv) has completed the pre-
scribed course of training,
including practical ex-
perience for a period of at
least 7 years or for periods
aggregating at least 7
years in the work of

Sleeping Accommodation. Bookings

18. Mr, EVANS asked the Minister for

Rallways:

(1) 1s it possible for a prospective rail
passenger desiring to travel from
Western Austraslia to New South
Wales: to book through the
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W.A.G.R. for second-class accom-
modation from Perth to Adelaide
and flrst-class from Adelaide to
Sydney, thus ensuring sleeping ac-
commodation for the entire
journey at a cheaper overall cost
than if the passenger had procured
first-class sleeping accommoda-
tion for the same journey?

If not, why not?
COURT replied;

Yes.
Answered by (1).

MINES MEDICAL OFFICERS

Mr.

Names and Stationing
EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

1)
(2)

3)

4)

Mr.

1)

(2)

(€))]

Who is the present incumhent of
the office of mines medical officer?

Where js this officer now sta-
tioned?

Is it intended that in future the
mines medical officer will not be
stationed in Kalgoorlie?

If so, why?

BOVELL replied:

There are two mines medical
officers, Dr. Karczub and Dr.
MecGuire. (Dr. McNulty is also an
appointed mines medical officer
but is not at present engaged on
this work).

Dr. Karczub is stationed in Kal-
goorlie and Dr, McGuire is tem-
porarily in Perth, relieving an-
other medical officer who is ill.
and (4) Answered by (1) and (2).

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY:
PERTH-KALGOORLIE SERVICES

Devialion through Avon Valley

Mr.

EVANS asked the Minister for

Railways:

)

(2)

Mr.

(1}
(#:))]

Is it correct that early in the new
year goldfields rail traffic will be
diverted through the Avon Valley
standard gauge route, using a
third line?

Will there be any testing period
during which freight trains will
negotiate this route before intro-
ducing passenger traffic?

COURT replied:

Yes.

As is customary in such cases, the
line will be thoroughly tested be-
fore going into regular service,

I might add that this will apply
to all services.

1837

WATER CONNECTIONS TO BUILDING

21. Mr,

BLOCKS
Payment for Service

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1)

2y

&)

1)

Mr.

(1)

(2}

3

4)

Is it a fact that where an exten-
sion of a water main is required
by a home builder, and the house
is situated more than 264 feet
from the existing main, or the
distance is more than 500 feet
where there are two houses re-
quiring service, the home builders
are obliged to pay the cost of main
extension and no refund is made
even after intervening blocks are
subsequently built upon?

When was this policy introduced,
and why?

Do these people, financially bur-
dened in the manner outlined, still
have to pay full water rates?

Since the commencement of this
procedure, what length of mains
has the Metropolitan Water Board
had installed as a gift in the man-
ner abovementioned?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Home builders are not obliged to
pay the cost of main extensions
where those extensions exceed the
free footage provided under the
Water Board policy. Where the
length of extension needed to sup-
ply a home builder is not much in
excess of the free footage provided
by the board, the home builder,
rather than being completely re-
fused a supply of water at the
time, is given the option of paying
for the additional footage beyond
that which the board would pro-
vide, and so obtain water. If the
home builder accepts the alter-
native it does enable him -to ob-
tain a supply of water before his
extension meets the requirements
of the Water Board for a free ex-
tension.

The board's controlling Act de-
fermines how it may borrow
money and does not authorise it
to obtain individual loans from
home builders. These provisions
in the Act came inte force on the
1st July, 1964.

When water is available to a land
owner, the Act provides that the
land be rated in the norma) man-
ner.

This information is not recorded
separately, but it will be obtained
and supplied.

22, This question was postponed.
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RAILWAY EMPLOYEES:
RESIGNATIONS

Embargo on Employment by Contractors

23. Mr.

DAVIES asked the Minister for

Rafllways:

1)

2)
(3)

1)

3

Has the Railways Department
placed an embargo or restrictions
of any nature on railway em-
ployees who leave the service of
the department being employed
by any of the contractors carrying
out railway work of any descrip-
tion or by companies associated
with the development of the
various north-west projects?

If so, what are the forms of any
such embargoes or restrictions?

By what authority are these im-
posed?

. COURT replied:

and (2) A resiriction is only im-
posed in respect of standard
gauge contracts let by the West-
ern Australian Government Rail-
ways and applies to personnel en-
gaged on commission work within
one year of the instructions to
contractors to commence work,
unless the Western Australian
Government Railways representa-
tive approves otherwise.

The conditions of the contract
document.

FOOTBALL STADIUM

Establishment: Lead by Government

24, Mr.
1)

1#3)

Mr.

FLETCHER asked the Premier:

In view of the increasing obvious
lack of a suitable stadium or
ground to cater for the public of
Western Australia, in regard to
major football events, has he or
the Government given any conh-
sideration top showing a lead by
the offer of assistance In the
establishment of such facilities for
such major attractions?

In view of the widespread, popu-
lar, active, and spectator support
of W.A's principal sport, will he,
if no consideration has already
been given, be prepared to take
action immediately to show a lead
by any means, including—

(a) the appoiniment or conven-
ing of an all-party, or any
committee, to seek ways and
means; or

(b) have discussions with the
W.ANFUL. representatives to
this end?

BRAND replied:

(1) and (2) The question of a sultable

stadium to cater for major foot-
ball events is a matter for the
league itself.

Protracted discussions have en-
sued between the City Counci] and
the league over many months; bui
as far as I know, no finality has
been reached, even as to a suit-
able site which must be the first
decision.

The Government is not unmind-
ful of the problem and if ap-
proached, consideration would be
given to a case, having in mind,
of course, the many other im-
portant sporting associations in
need of suitable accommodation.

COAL LEASES IN THE KIMBERLEY
Grants to Thiess Bros. and Premier

256. Mr,

Properties
DAVIES asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

(1)

(2}

(3)

4)

5)

Mr.
)

2

Have the firms of Thiess Bros.
and Premier Properties been
granted leases to search for coal
fn the Kimberley area?

Location and Size
If so, what are the locations and
size of the areas concerned?
Commencement of Operations

Have the companies commenced
operations in their search for
coal?

If so, what stage has
reached by each company?
If not, when is it anticipated the
compsanies will commence opera-
tions?

BOVELL replied:

Yes. Temporary reserves have
been granted to both companies.

been

Thiess Bros. Piy. Ltd.:
Temporary Reserve No. 3517TH—
Kimberley Downs—450 square
miles.

Temporary Reserve No. 3518H—
Liveringa—1,150 square miles.
Two further temporary reserves
have been applled for by this
compahy:
Temporary Reserve No. 3570H—
Ellendale Station—557 square
miles.
Temporary Reserve No. 357T1H—
Nookenbah—920 square miles.
Premier Properties Pty. Litd.:
Temporary Reserve No.—
Sq. Miles.
3426H—Mt. Marmion ... 288
3427H—Kimberley Downs 108

3428H—Ellendale .o 219
3429H—Mt. Anderson .... 117
3430H—Liveringa ... 18%
3431 H--Liveringa 60
3432H—Liveringa 38
3433H-Kolyeeda 224
3434H—Nerrima 57
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to (5> Thiess Bros. Pty. Lid.
report having conducted field in-
vestigations involving geological
reconnaissance and that air photo-
graphs have been ordered from
the Bureau of Mineral Resources.
Premier Properties Pty. Ltd. re-
ported in September that recon-
naissance work would be carried
out in October and that drilling
was planned to commence in the
second half of October, 1965, but
due to delay in the arrival of
equipment, commencement of
work has been delayed and is ex-
pected to start early next month.

RAJI,WAY PASSENGER SERVICES:

ELLEKER-MARBELLUP
Curtailment

26. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Rallways:

27,

Will the curtailment of passen-
ger coaches on the southern
frelehter in any way incon-
venience passenger traffic rele-
vant to workers returning from
work in Albany to their homes in
the Elleker-Marbellup area?

. COURT replied:

Inquiries at Albany and Elleker
have indicated that no such in-
convenience will he caused.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN

Mr.

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(5}

Mr.

(D

AUSTRALIA
Campus Development

DURACK asked the Premier:

How many acres are at the dis-
posal of the University for the
development of its present cam-
pus?

Use of Land
What development did it propose
to make on the 25 acres of land
to be transferred to the Educa-
tion Department?
What development does it pro-
pose to make on the area of land
to be transferred to it near
Hackett Drive?

Car Park:; Erxtension
How many acres of the present
campus are devoted to car parks?

How many more aeres are pro-
posed for car parks?

BRAND replied:

The University campus, excluding
the residential colleges, consists
of approximately 102 acres, all of
which is master planned for de-
velopment which will be com-
pleted by 1975.

(¥}

(3)

4)

(b
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The 25 acres at Shenton Park was
endowment land for which de-
velopment plans had not yet been
completed.

The 8} acres in Stirling Highway
was regarded as probable future
college sites, although a final de-
¢ision had not been made by the
University Senate.

Further hiological science build-
ings and residential halls.

Present ¢ar park areas consist of
six acres of permanent car park.
plus other temporary parks on
which new buildings will be
erected in due course.

A turther 104 acres. The total
of 164 acres will then provide
parking space for 2,000 cars,

28. and 29, These questions were postponed.

1.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT

NOTICE

RAILWAY TRAVEL TO NEW SOUTH

WALES

Sleeping Accommodeation: Bookings

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Railways:

Following on the afirmative
answer given to part (1) of
guestion 13 on today's notice
paper, will he investigate a com-
plaint I have received from a con-
stituent of mine that the Kal-
goorlie  railway booking office
would not accept a booking from
Kalgoorlie to Adelaide for a pas-
senger who required a second-
class berth on the Commonwealth
railways to Adelaide, and a first-

class berth from Adelaide to
Sydney?
. COURT replied:

If the honourable membher furn-
ishes me with detaijls I shall have
the matter investigated. This is
not a subject on which I ean be
expected to give an answer off the
cuff, and I assure him the matter
will be looked into.

SULPHUR IMPORTS

Price Increase: Effect on Commonwealth

2,

Mr.

Bounty on Local Product

COURT (Minister for Industrial
Development): Yesterday I pro-
mised to obtain some information
for the member for Mt. Marshall
regarding the Commonwealth py-
rites bounty. I find that the
Commonwealth Pyrites Bounty Act
provides for a reduction of £1 in
the bounty on indigenous sulphur
with each £1 rise in landed cost
of imported brimstone,
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PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
Ross Hutchinson (Minister for Works?,
and transmitted to the Council.

DENTAL HYGIENISTS
REGISTRATION BILL

Second Reading

MR, ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—
Minister for Works) [4.52 p.m.}: T move—
‘That the Bill be now read a second

time.

This Bill seeks to bring inio being a type
of auxiliary in the field of dentistry, and
this is a field which will be new to Western
Australia. In other parts of the world dental
auxillaries or dental hygienists have heen
accepted for many years.

The United Kingdom, the United States
of America, and New Zealand all use dental
hygienists to assist dentists. Their range
of operations differs in each case, and the
legislation in those places is not exactly
comparable with the provisions in the Bill,
Nevertheless, the proposals reflect the ideas
of responsible interests in the dental pro-
fession in this State as being appropriate to
our needs.

It is believed that the use of trained
dental hygienists will relieve the profes-
sional dentist of some time-consuming
operations, and thereby free him to pay
more attention to other work and to the
more cohscure forms of dental disease. It
will also enable the School Dental Service
to undertake the planned topical applica-
tion of fluoride solution to the teeth of
children. This measure is regarded as a
worth-while step to prevent dental caries,
although in my view it does not replace in
any shape or form the great benefits that
would be conferred upon the children of
this State if fluoridation of water supplies
became a practical achievement here.

The training and employment of dental
nurses will not be disturbed by the aims of
the Bill. This measure provides for the
appointment of a seven-member board to
administer the legislation, and the board
will be responsible to the Minister. Of the
seven members, two will be dental
hygienists, but until graduates are available
for registration the Minister will nominate
two suitable persons to represent the dental
hygienists. The remaining five members
will be dentists, and they will be nominated
by the Dental Science Faculty of the Uni-
versity, by the Dental Board, by the Perth
Dental Hospital, and by the Australian
Dental Association. The usual provisions
regarding nominations, appointments, and
vacancies are contained in the Bill.
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Registration will be avaijlable to females
who have reached the prescribed minimum
age and have passed the qualifying ex-
amination. The board will be able to
recognise qualifications obtained overseas
or in the other States of Australia, if it
considers these to be equivalent to the
standard to he set down in this State. The
board will be given disciplinary powers to
deal with misconduect by registered persons.
An appeal to a magistrate against the
board’s decision is provided for.

The main source of revenue of the board
will come from registration fees, but as
these will not be forthcoming until after a
school has been organised and graduates
have presented themselves it will be nec-
esgary for the State to give some assistance
in the first year or two. The finanecial ac-
counis of the board will be subject to in-
spection by the Auditor-General,

Finally, the board is to be given power to
make rules covering all necessary aspects of
its field of operations. The Bill is similar
in this and in many other respects to the
Physiotherapists Act, which has proved to
be a workahle piece of legislation.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson.

AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council’s Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now
considered,
In Commitlee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr, W. A.

Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Brand
(Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:—
No. 1.
Clause 4, page 3, line 5-—Delete

the word “directed” and substitute
the word “authorised”.

No. 2.

Clause 4, page 3, line 10—Delete
the word ‘““direct” and” substitute
the word “authorise".

No. 3.

Clause 4, page 3, line 16—Delete

the word “directs” and substitute
the word ‘‘determines".
No. 4.

Clause 5, page 3—Delete all words
in the clause after the word ‘“is”
in line 1¢ and substitute the fol-
lowing—

amended by substituting for para-

graph (¢) of subsection (2), the

following paragraph—

(¢) if, except on leave granted
by the Governor, he ab-
sents himself from duty
for more than twenty-one
consecutive days, or for
mare than forty-two days
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in any twelve months, in-
clusive in each case of
annual -leave; or
Mr. BRAND: I take this opportunity
to thank the Deputy Premier and other
members for their good wishes on my
having been elected to this House for
20 years. I am aware that a number of
other members have been here for a much
longer period. I move—

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

This Bill was discussed during my absence
from the House, when the Leader of the
Opposition raised a number of points and
the Minister for the North-West, who was
in charge of the Bill at that time, under-
took to have the whole matter examined.
and, if necessary, to have certain amend-
ments made in the Legislation Council.
Those amendments have been made, and
they are in keeping with the wishes of
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. HAWKE: I am pleased that the
Government has seen fit to approve of the
suggestions which I made in the Commit-
tee stage when the Bill was last before
us. I am quite satisfied that the altera-
tions proposed in this and in the four
subsequent amendments will improve the
wording of the Act very considerably.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move—

That amendment No. 2 made by the
Council be agreed to.

This is similar to the previous amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move—

That amendment No. 3 made by the
Council be agreed to.

‘The Leader of the Opposition thought that
“determines” was a more appropriate word,
and with this I agree.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Mr, BRAND: I move—

That amendment No, 4 made by the
Council be agreed to.

I understand these words have heen in-
cluded because the Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed out—and it was found that
there was substance in his argument—that
the Auditor-General! was going on leave
without Government approval. Although
this has been going on for many years,
as far as I can make out, this amendment
will put the matter in order.

Question pui and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Report

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned io the
Council.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Council’s Message
Message from the Council notifying that

it had disagreed to the amendments made
by the Assembly, now considered,

In Commitiee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.
A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Nsalder

gglmister for Agriculture) in charge of the

The CHAIRMAN: Amendments Nos. 1
to 5 made by the Assembly, to which
amendments the Council has disagreed,
are as follows:—

No. 1.

Clause 2, line 6—Delete “twenty”
and insert “ten” in lieu,
No. 2.

Clause 5, line 32—Delete “twenty”
and insert “ten” in lieu.

No. 3.

Clause 15, line 9—Delete “twenty'"
and insert “ten" in lieu.
No. 4.

Clause 18, line 9—Delete “twenty”
and insert *‘ten' in lieu.
No. 5,

Clause 18, line 15—Delete “twenty"”
and insert “ten” in lieu.

The Council's reasons for disagreeing to
the Assembly's amendments are as fol-
lows:;—

The twenty per cent. poll is neces-
sary to prevent a small minority from
upsetting Council decisions on frivol-
ous grounds.

It is felt that Councils are elected
to carry out the functions of Local
Government with responsibility to all
ratepayers and not be ruled in any
way by pressure group minorities.

In our opinion a ten per cent. poll
would not be sufficient to overcome
these circumsiances.

Mr. NALDER: I move—

That the amendments made by the
Assembly be insisted on.

When dealing with this Bill previously
this Chamber decided that the percentage
necessary at a poll to vary the made of
election of a mayor or president was 10
per cent. The message from another place
states that this provision is not accept-
able. I do not intend to go through all
the debate that took place here with refer-
ence to this amendment, but I feel
that having made the decision we should
abhide by it.

Mr. JAMIESON: I feel that if the per-
centage is to be altered at all it should
be made a compulsory vote. The situa-
tion is rather ludicrous really. In the
first place a majority decision of the coun-
cil must agree to the change of the mode
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of the election for mayor or president.
The approval of the Minister is then re-
quired for a referendum to be held. Then,
after all that, the councillors must enter
into a campaign to make sure that 10 per
cent. vote. This is going to act to the
detriment of the council and 1 feel the
situation could have been well left alone.

If the situation involved the election of
a person, that would be a different mat-
ter, but on an impersonal matter such as
is involved here, the situation 1s ridiculous.
This matter should be determined by the
council; but if the situation is to be
altered, an expression of opinion should
be obtained from all those who are on
the ratepayers’ roll as distinct from those
who are electors.

Mr. NALDER: I feel the point made
by the member for Beeloo is outside the
ambit of this amendment. If he had dealt
with the matter when we were discussing
the Bill previously, he would have been
in order. We have to decide now whether
or not we are going to insist on the per-
centage we decided on before. In other
words, we have to decide whether the per-
centage should be 10 or 20. We conslder
it should be 10 and another place con-
siders it should be 20. I suggest we insist
upon the amendments passed in this
Chamber previously.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendments insisted on.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adepied,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1965-66

In Commitiee of Supply

Resumed from the 26th October, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

Vote: Legislative Council, £20,039—

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco} [5.12 pm.l:
Before I address myself to the subject
with which I wish to deal, could I add
my good wishes to the Premier on the
attainment of his 20th anniversary in
this Parliament? I sincerely hope I am
not here for 20 years. I do not wish any
harm to anyone, but I would hate to think
I had to look forward to another 13 years
of parliamentary life. However, I do con-
gratulate the Premier on his great
achievement,

I merely wish to confine myself tonight
to discussing the subject of education.
Members of the Committee will recollect
that when I spoke on the Loan Estimates
1 indicated that I wished also to speak
on the subject of education on the Revenue
Estimates; and I wish to tie in to some
extent my remarks on the previous occa-
sion with the remarks I wish to express
tonight.
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Members will recollect that I expressed
some concern at the finaneial situastion
that was developing between the States
and the Commonwealth and I feel that
that concern I expressed in regard to the
Loan Estimates applies also, and even more
50, to, revenue, The situation is rapidiy de-
veloping whereby the State is more and
more dependent upon the Commonwealth.
Everywhere we go in the community
people ask us $o sign petitions in support
of demands for more and more money for
education from the Commonwealth. 1
have always consistently refused—and
will continue fo do so—to sign such peti-
tions because I consider them all com-
pletely wrong.

Education is a State matter and should
remain a State matter. I cannot imagine
anything worse than having one educa-
tion service in Australia, controlled from
a place so remote as Canberra. I do feel
that people who advocate this are avoid-
fng the main issue which, of course, is
8 problem between the State and the
Commeoenwealth on financial matteys. 1
did indicate, in the course of the lLoan
Estimates, one or two lines I felt could
be examined as to the possibility of re-
writing revenue sources for the State and
the Commonwealth, I do not propose to
repeat them tonight, because there is
much I wish to say on education itself.
However, I wish to preface my remarks
with a plea that we should think less in
terms of becoming more and more de-
pendent on the Commonwealth for educa-
tion revenue and should be more and more
inclined to find ways and means whereby
we can stand on our own feet.

We have had a vecent example of the
dangers—it is only a smal! thing-—which
can arise by becoming dependent on the
Commonwealth. As members of this Com-
mittee are well aware, the Commonweaith
recently introduced a scheme of scholar-
ships in secondary schools for students
in the fourth and fifth years. Initially,
it was intended that those scholarships
should be awarded on the Junior Certifi-
cate examinations., It has been found
there are certain difficulties in that, and
I appreciate the difficulty in the delay
in the Junior Examination results. That
is one of the major difficulties: marks are
not avajlable until somewhere in the lat-
ter half of January and it does leave it
very late for parents to know whether or
not a child is going to win a scholarship,
and that award could decide whether he
continued at school.

However, a form of examination was
adopted which was set by a research or-
ganisation in Victoria. It is designed, as
I understand it, to test the potential of
a student. When I inquired the reason
why we were so concerned with testing
the paotential of the student, I was in-
formed that was one of the matters which
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the Prime Minister stipulated when he in-
troduced this scheme in the Common-
wealth Parliament, I merely instance that
as an indication that we are being forced
to change our conceptions hecause of some
outside body—and, incidentally, an out-
side body which has had very little ex-
perience in the practical side of conduct-
ing schools. Because that outside bhody
has expressed an opinlon, we have to fol-
low. There is strong criticism and dis-
agreement as to whether this form of
test is satisfactory.

The test is one which makes it easy for
certain students who are not necessarily
the most knowledgeable. The answer to
the question can be gleaned from the ques-
tion itself and information contained in the
paper. A student who is good at picking up
that clue, which is in the paper, has an
advantage even though he may not be a
very knowledgeable person, He is given a
tip and is able to recognise it, as against
the plain strajght practice of examinations
by asking what might be a direct question,
;)r quoting something which ¢alls for know-
edge.

I understand there have been many
instances where schools have been
absolutely amazed at the resulis from
those tests, and they are not particulerly
satisfied. I mention that in passing because
it is only germane at this time to what I
was saying when I referred fo the danger of
having our education system interferred
with from an outside source. That organi-
sation does not have the responsibility of
running an Eduecation Department and does
not have the experience we have had in
this State, for something like B0 years, of
conducting the Education Department, or
board, or whatever it was called preceding
the formation of the Education Depart-
ment,

I think it would be fair to say that our
State education system falls on three major
bodles or groups in the community. The
first, of course, is the University; the
second is the Government schools of all
types—and in that I include Government
technical colleges, secondary schools,
primary schools, and any other type of
school which the Government or the
Education Department conducts; and the
third group comprises the independent
schools which are, of course independent
of any Government direction in regard to
the manner in which the schools are run
provided they are deemed (o be efficient
within the meaning of the Education Act.

So we have three bodies which do some-~
thing towards the education of the com-
munity. Those three bodies are not greatly
correlated at this point of time, Up to this
stage the University has really held the
key, for two reasons, Firstly, it lays down
the standard of matriculation; and, see-
ondly, it established and controls the des-
tinies of the Public Examinations Board.
By that I do not wish to be misunderstood.
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I am not implying that the University
interferes unnecessarily in the affairs of the
Public Examinations Board, except to the
extent that it has representation thereon.

It must be remembered that the Public
Examinations Board is established by the
Senate of the University, and the Senate of
the University can change the constitution
overnight and the board’s major decisions
of policy on public examinations are subject
to voiding by the Senate of the University.
Consequently, our educstlon system has
been directed up to now to reach a standard
which is largely decided by the University
of Western Australla; and apart from the
conirol which can be exercised over it by
this Parliament by an amendment to the
Act, or apart from facing some stringency
which may be exercised by the Government
withholding funds—or making it difficult to
obtain funds—apart from that, it is entirely
independent. And this is how it should be.

But is it right that the University should
hold the key to our entire system? I pose
that question and I do not pretend that I
can answer it. But whilst this situation
continues it becomes extremely dlfficult for
the Education Department or the Inde-
pendent schools to change what they are
doing to what they would Hke to do as the
complete controllers of their destinies, and
the determining of what is the right way to
e%xcate the children is not for them to de-
cide.

When I said the Public Examinations
Board is a creation of the Unlversity of
Western Australia, that is only partly cor-
rect. Members may well recall that on the
6th October of this year, and on the 14th
October of this year, I asked the Minister
for Education certain questions directed to-
wards clarifying the legal status of the
Public Examinations Board. The sum total
of the answers was that this Parllament is
really the progenitor of the Public Exami-
nations Board inasmuch as this Parliament
confers specifically on the University the
power to create the Public Examinations
Board and to conduct public examinations.
Members may well recollect that the Minis-
ter, in answering the questions, informed
me that the University’s power to promul-
gate Statute 15 of the Senate of the Uni-
versity, which sets out the Examination
Board’'s powers, arises under section 30 of
the University Act, 1911,

It 1s of some interest to read section 30 of
the University Act. It is broken into two
subsections which dea) with two different
matters. Subsection (1) reads as follows:

Subject to this Act and the Statutes
the Senate may cause public examina-
tions to be held for testing the pro-
ficiency of such candidates as may
present themselves for examination in
any branch or branches of knowledge,
and may erant certificates of pro-
ficiency to candidates who success-
fully pass such examinations.
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Subsection (2) states—

When any public authority is em-
paowered by law to reguire any person
to submit to an examination as o his
proficiency in any branch or branches
of knowledge, or to produce evidence
of such proficiency as a condition of
obtaining any appointment or any
scholarship, or other reward of merit,
or of heing admitted to any profession,
calling, or office, the Governor may
require the Senate to undertake the
exatnination of persons desiring to
submit themselves for examination in
such branch or branches of knowledge
and the Senate shall cause such ex-
aminations to be held accordingly.

Members will therefore see that sub-
section (1) is permissive: The University
may conduct public examinations. Sub-
section (2) is mandatory: If the Govern-
ment of the day wishes any examination
to be conducted and so requests, the
Senate has no choice but to conduct that
examination. No doubt the reason for
that particular subsection was that back
in 1911 it was not immediately envisaged
that the University would have all the
faculties it bas today. The legal profes-
sion, architectural profession, and denti-
stry, ete,, were required to conduct their
own examinations for their own students.
If the same sort of set-up was required
to establish the quality of students desir-
ing to enter thase professions, because of
unsatisfactory examinations, those badies
could have gone to the Government, and
the Government could have requested the
University to conduct the exams.

Subsection (1) is the particular provi-
sion we are concerned with at this moment
and it makes 1t permissible for the Univer-
sity to conduct examinations. It makes
no reference to the Junior or Leaving ex-
aminations: any examination it likes, I
took the trouble to read the debate which
took place in 1911 when the University
Bilt was introduced and passed. and I must
admit I was amazed at its shortness. Few
took an interest in such a revolutionary
decision. It passed on the voices in both
Houses of Parliament with very litile
contribution to the debate.

The only reference to section 30 in the
Act was from the then Premier, Prank
Wilson, who sald, {n passing, that the Uni-
versity would conduct public examinations.
The Minister who introduced the Bill in
the Legislative Council, The Hon. R. D.
McKenzie, said exactly the same thing.
Nohody else referred to it; and when it
went through Committee, in both Houses,
this section passed without debate. There
was not a great deal of discussion or
thought put into the desirability or other-
wise of the University conducting exami-
nations,

I was rather surprised, because I had
fully expected to find mentioned the factor
which Influenced a lot of people: that was
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the great difficulty in sitting for exami-
nations at the University of Adelaide,
which applied in the days prior to 1911.
In passing, it might be interesting for me
to say that I noticed in the course of the
debate that the Modern School had just
been built and was to be opened in three
weeks’ time. A member blandly suggested
that the Modern School should not hbe
opened; the building could be used for the
University. Fortunately, that thought did
not find much favour with anyhody else
in the Parliament,

I am sorry to have been so0 long on that
particular point, but it does come back
to this: that the origin and foundation
on which the University is empowered to
set up the Public Examinations Board is
a Statute passed by this Parliament. If
this Parliament repealed section 30 of the
University Act the Public Examinations
Board would disappear, and with it would
go the public examination system as we
know it today.

It is also interesting to read Statute No.
15 proclaimed by the University. I would
have expected to find in it one paragraph
worded to the effect that there shall be
a Leaving Certificate examination, and the
purpose for which it is held, and also that
there shall be a Junior Certiflcate exam-
ination, and the purpose for which it is
held. However, such things do not find
any mention in it. The Statute simply
says that the board shall conduct exam-
inations, and in the last subsection refer-
ence is made to prescribed fees and details
regarding subjects of the Junior and Leav-
ing Certificate examinations. That is the
first and only time the examinations are
mentioned in the Statute. That might
have been a draftsman’s error, or maybe
the certiificates were in existence before the
Statute was promulgated or, on the other
hand, maybe the draftsman did not con-
sider it necessary to mention it specifically.
But there it is,

Therefore, in conclusion on this point, it
is idite for anybody to suggest that this
Parliament has not got a say on the sub-
ject; because in the final analysis we could
pull the rug, so to speak, from beneath
the University on this particular point:
and seeing that it plays a very vital part
in our education system I feel we should
take some intelligent interest in whether
or not it is desirable to continue with
public examinations as they have been
carried out in the past.

In any event, I suggest that when people
talk of educational reform and educational
changes, they cannot really put them into
effect unless they take heed of what the
Public Examinations Board is likely to do,
what the future matriculation require-
ments of the University are likely to be,
and what educational standards are re-
quired by the various professions, indus-
tries, trades, and anvybody else who takes
the products of our educational system and
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offers them employment. That would be
g0 unless we—and by “we” I am talking
as if I were the Education Department, or
the school authorities—completely changed
the course of things and simply said, “We
will decide what is best. We will develop
an educational system that we think is
best and those who take the product from
it will take what they get.”

Personally 1 would never advocate such
a proposition, and I believe that this is a
matter in which a number of people have
an interest. However, to my mind the
people who seem to take the least interest
in this subject—and 1 say this without any
disrespect—are members of this Parlia-
ment, Yet in the final analysis we are the
people who could put the kibosh, so to
speak, on the whole proposition.

It is somewhat disturbing to know that
at this point of time reform of our edu-
cational system is being held up by the
University because the professorial board
cahhot make up its mind on what should
be the matriculation standard in the
future. It is also noteworthy that in the
Martin report reference is made to this.
The report states that Australian univer-
sities generally were experiencing difficulty
in determining their matriculation require-
ments of the future. I also understand
that this matter has been before the pro-
fessorial board for quite a considerable
time.

These matters are of very great concern,
because when a boy enters secondary
school nobody knows whether he will reach
matriculation standard or not; and, to my
mind, it is important that these things
should not be changed too often, or, if
they are going to be changed, they should
be changed with sufficient notice being
given and a decision should be reached
promptly and without any delay.

T would now like to make some reference
te a report which has received a. great
deal of publicity and a pgreat deal of
criticism—and I think perhaps some of the
criticism is rather unfair. I refer to a
report the correct title of which is "A
report on the public examinations system
in Western Australia” by J. A. Petch, but
it is commonly knowm as the Petch report.

I think one could summarise, so far as
they are germane to what I am discussing,
Dr. Petch's conclusions or recommendations
under four headings. Firstly he has re-
commended—and I am led to believe that
in the year 1966, November 1966, this will
be implemented by the Puhlic Examina-
tions Board—that the Junior and Leaving
Certificates as we have known them in the
past will change and they will become
separate subject examinations.

Therefore a student will not get a Junior
Certificate hecause he has passed in Eng-
lish and four other subjects, or a Leaving
Certificate because he has passed in Eng-
lish and three other subjects; he will get
a certificate showing his grading in each
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subject for which he sat, and the grading
will not bhe, as it has been in the past, a
pass or a Ifail. It will be a grading into
five different categories from the lowest
to the highest. When someone gets a
certificate he will read that this person
sat for English and received an E grading,
for instance and in mathematics he might
have got a B grading, and in French, a
C egrading, and so on.

One will be able to see, therefore, with-
in broad limits, just what the capacity
of that particular student is. Most
people with whom 1 have discussed thts
question—and these are knowledgeable
people on this subject, being principals of
schools—seem to be very favourably dis-
posed towards it. They feel that the cold,
hard, red line of 50 per cent. is a very un-
fair line. A boy, for instance, who gets
48 per cent, is a fallure in that subject
and he is just as big a failure as a boy
who gets 0 per cent.; and, by the same
token, a boy who gets 51 per cent.—that
is in the Junior, but not necessarily in
the Leaving—-has a pass just as satisfac-
tory as a boy who gets 99 per cent, I
must admit I can see virtue in that
preposition.

The second objection to the present
system is to this terrible business of
the hoy who gets 48 or 49 per cent.
and who has therefore failed. The ques-
tion is: “Shouldn’t he be jumped over the
line to give him 50”? MHowever, that is
very difficult because we have a standard.
and there it Is.

As regards the first and second recom-
mendations—the first being separate sub-
jpcts for the Junior and Leaving examina-
tions, and the second, a grading for each
—I have already discussed them in some
detail, but the third recommendation he
makes is & change in the name of the
certificate and I think there is virtue in
that recommendation. He  suggests
changing the name from Junior Certifi-
cate to school certificate and the Leaving
Certificate to higher certificate.

It is noteworthy that Dr. Peich com-
pletely rejects the accrediting system and
makes the statement that it has been
discredited in the places where it has
been introduced. From inquiries I have
made from principals of schools who have
operated in places where there {5 an ac-
crediting system in force I have found
that these people entirely agree with Dr.
Petch; in fact, the principal of one of our
leading schools told me that the accredit-
ing system in operation in New South
Wales is completely unsatisfactory.

It is also noteworthy that Dr. Petch is
at loggerheads—if I can use that term—
with the report on secondary education
prepared in 1963 by our own Education
Department. The inference from page 22
of that report is that the members of the
committee were in favour of abolishing the
Junior Certificate altogether and replacing
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it with a certain type of student’s cumula-
tive record of achievement, and by that I
presume the correct interpretation of |t
would be some form of accrediting based
on the boy's achievement in the school.
S0 there members can see we have one
view and yet another view.

There is some criticism in the commun-
ity of Dr. Petch regarding his method ot
obtaining his information. However, I do
not know whether that criticism is valid.
Dr. Petch was brought ouit here by the
University as an experienced educational
or examination administrator—he was one
of the most experienced in the United
Kingdom-—to have a look at our examina-
tion system and to make comments on
it. He was not brought here as a Royal
Commissioner to examine the entire edu-
cational system of Waestern Australia.
Therefore I doubt very much the validity
of that criticism. Nevertheless, T am told
by representatives on the Public EXxamina-
tions Board that the implementation of
Dr. Petch’s report is delayed because of
the delay in the University on the ques-
tion of matriculation,

The next report which I have—and I
must confess I have not had the time
to study it, and I have only the first two
volumes and I am still awaiting the third
volume---is the Martin report on tertiary
education. As I said, I have not had the
time to study it and consequently I do not
propose to make much comment on it
except to say, particularly in view of the
answer the Premier gave this afternoon
to a question asked by the member for
Perth, it is estimated that by the year 1975
the total number of students requiring
tertiary education in Australia will be
treble what it is today.

I do not know how that affects the nec-
essary acres required for the University and
the necessary car parking faecilities required
in the Nedlands electorate. However, it
would seem to indicate that a few more
acres will he needed for car parking faci-
lities. That is by the way; but, as I
mentioned, I read in the Martin report a
comment on the uncertainty in Australia
regarding matriculation standards.

The last report available to me, and to
which I will make some reference, is the
report on secondary education published
by our own Education Department as a
result of an inquiry conducted in 1962 and
1963. 1 think 1t is a great pity that the
members of this committee of inquiry were
s0 narrowly selected. I feel that the re-
port might have heen of much greater value
had the committee heen based on broader
lines. Apart from two representatives of
the parents and citizens' assoclation, the
entire personnel of the committee came
from the State Education Department.
The Unlversity was not represented and the
independent schools were not represented.
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It is true that certain people represented
the State School Teachers’ Union, but they
were still officers of, or teachers in the
employ of the State Education Department
and, consequently, one must expect that
such report would naturally find favour
with the State Education Department
which naturally could not be expected to
eriticise it. Also, it is unfortunate that the
Director-General of Education was chair-
man of the committee. I cannot see how
one could expect a searching inquiry into
the workings and policies of a department
if the permanent head of the department
presides over the committee of inquiry. He
would be a most unnatural being if he
brought in a condemnatory report of his
own life’s work.

As a result I view this report with some
reserve, particularly when I find that its
views were contrary to the views of other
people. I will return to this report later
on in the course of my speech but I just
make the comment that that is all I have
been able to glean from public documents.

Over the years I have conducted many
conversations with a Jlarge number of
people connected with education in this
State, both inside and outside the Educa-
tion Department. I have also naturally
talked to a lot of people not connected with
education, but I do not propose to make
any reference to anything that anybody
has said to me which is not, or cannot be
sald to be, professional.

The people to whose views I propose to
make some reference now are those who
are actively engaged in the education of
the children of thiz State. In repeating
what they have said to me I do not wish
to imply that I necessarily agree, or even
that T disagree, with what they say. But
I do bring the views forth, because I feel
there is a great feeling of disquiet in the
community today, amongst people who are
connected with education, as to whether
we are going in the right direction, or the
wrong direction.

As a member of this House I can only
say I would not know which way we are
going, because it is very difficult to find out
and follow what is said and issued. But suf-
fice it to say that there are more people
who are concerned with what is being done
in our educational system than would ap-
pear from published statements. A lot
of these people are in great difficulty,
because in the first place o number of them
work for the Education Department. Then
again, a number of them run schools which
are subject to inspection by the Education
Department, and one cannhot expect them
to rush into newspapers and public halls
and state publicly what they think. But
these are some of the things that have been
sald to me from time to time: That our
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teachers’ training colleges should be com-
pletely revised; that they are not satis-
factory in the present set-up; and that

they are not proper tertiary education .

instructional places.

They have also been criticised on the
ground that they produce a dangerous in-
breeding In our educational system Inas-
much as a large number of the students
who enter them have been educated at the
Government schools—not all of them have
been so educated—and that all the in-
structors are people who have been trained
in the Government schools. These people
are trained in the service, they go out to
the service, and ¢ome back as instructors to
the training college. No new blood is
introduced in the way of instructors at the
teachers’ training colleges, as at our Uni-
versity.

That is one of the criticisms offered;
that we should have a system whereby
Jecturers at the training colleges should
be people who come from all over the
world and not merely from Western Aus-
tralia. The second criticism I often hear
offered is that we are serving up in our
education system a uniform diet reduced
to a common standard, which is not neces-
sarily a high standard. In other words,
we are apt to bring the brilliant student
back to the level of the student who Is
nearer the bottom level than the top, and
thus the brilliant student is not given the
opportunity to develop himself to the ful-
lest extent.

There are people in the community who
say that the closing of the Perth Moderm
School was a retrograde step; that though
the Perth Modern School would not have
been able in the years to come to accept
all the students that went through it, it
should not have been closed down; rather
should we have built more modern schools.
This would have been better than closing
down our highest secondary school under
the céontrol of the State Education Depart-
ment,

A number of people have expressed to
me great doubts about the system of auto-
matic chronological promotion in classes.
Again I would not be sufficiently know-
ledgable to know whether this is right or
wrong. There are people who have ex-
pressed to me concern at the difficulty in
our Government high schools of providing
an opportunity—and they say this does
not apply to the independent schools as
well—of a complete range of subjects ac-
cording to the desire and needs of the
parents of the students in the particular
scl'_lools. It 1s pointed out that that Is
quite wrong.

There are people who wonder whether
we are thrusting too mueh on to our
schools in the social training of the child-
ren; and reference was made to sex
education, and the like. 1t is asked, “Why
should that be the problem of a school?
Maybe it js a difficulty for the parent;
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but why should it be inflicted on to the
Education Department or any school ad-
ministrator?”

I must also say that I have noticed a
great inclination amongst some of our
educationists to say to anybody from out-
side who happens to be a layman, “¥You
keep out of this; this is our paddock, and
we are the only people who ¢an possibly
understand this problem. You must not
have any views at all.” They then talk in
platitudes, and still do not explain what
they are trying to do or say.

It has been said by a very prominent
educationist in this State that the Educa-
tion Department preaches variety but
practices uniformity. That, perhaps, sum-
marises a lot of what I have said before.
Many times we find suggestions coming
forward—and they have come forward
consistently over the last 54 years in this
State at least—that the Minister should
have an advisory committee to advise on
educational matters.

Those are some of the things that have
been sald to me. I repeat what I said at
the heginning, that I do not necessarily
know whether they are correct or not;
and 1 do not suggest that they comprise
an exhaustive list. But it is something
that we should think ahout. Out of this
Iabyrinth there always emerges the sug-
gestion of an advisory committee. It is
somewhat significant that way back in
February, 1911, the then Minister for
Education when speaking on the debate
on the University Bill said-—

I may say in conclusion that one
result I look for from the establish-
ment of this university is the appoint-
ment in Western Australia of a Coun-
¢il of Education, composed of educa-
tional experts representing, not only
the university and the State educa-
tional establishment, but also the pri-
vate educational establishments. It
will be able to advise the Minister for
Education, the Government and Par-
liament in regard to educational mat-
ters. I hope on that council we shall
have representatives of the Govern-
ment, of the non-State schools, of the
Education Department administrative
staff, of the technical schools, and of
the teaching staff of the department.

The following interested me—

I note in Vietoria something of the
same kind, after having been urged
for some years by Mr. Tate—

Mr. Tate was the then Director of Educa-

tion in Victoria—
-—has been adopted, and by yester-
day’s mail I received a copy of a Bill
that has just been introduced in Vie-
toria providing for such a council
That council in Victorla is to consist
of the Director of Education, Mr. Tate,
as president, with three other mem-
bers of his department, four repre-
sentatives from cutside schools, three
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representatives from the university,
three representatives - of technical
education, one of education in music,
and five representatives of industrial
interests, two at least of whom will
represent agriculture.

I have not heard of such a council
existing in Victoria today. It might be of
interest to know what happened to the
Bill and what happened to the council.
We might then be able to find out whe-
ther the suggestion of an advisory coun-
cil is such a good idea after all. The refer-
ence I have quoted can be found in Vol-
ume XL at page 3311 of Hansard for the
vear 1910-11.

It is also noteworthy that in England
in 1944 two such committees were Set up.
That is all the information I have on them.
Again, T would naot know how they are
working. In the 1963 report on secondary
education produced by our own department
it is noteworthy that such an advisory
committee was suggested. It is rather
interesting, and supports somewhat my
veiled criticismm of this report earlier, to
see whom they suggested should bhe
on it. They suggested that there
should he six members from the com-
munity, two members from a panel sub-
mitted by the Teachers' Union; two mem-
bers from the P. & C. Federation, and
five members from the Education Depart-
ment. The suggestion was that the
director-general should be, ez officio,
chairman of the advisory committee.
There was no suggestion of a representa-
tive from the University or from industry;
and no representative from the independ-
ent schoels. This would mean that we
would have an advisory committee which
was limited in its outlook and knowledge.

If we are going to have such a thing
as an advisory committee I feel it must
be a praper advisory committee cover-
ing the entire fleld of education. I
do not preopose to be s0 stupid as
to suggest what I think should be
done, because I would not know. I
do feel, however, that the matters I have
mentioned should be considered. I sug-
gest that the Minister consider publish-
ing a paper, though I do not know whe-
ther our Standing Orders would permit
what is known in the House of Commons
as a white paper. I feel it would bhe &
good thing, however, if such a paper were
produced setting out exactly what the
department is doing, and what it plans
to do in the educational field. Such a
paper should be printed, published, and
debated in this Chamber, because I do
not think that members of Parliament
can shirk their responsibility in this re-
gard.

Alternatively, it may be an idea to have
an advisory committee, though I would not
care to reach a definite conclusion on such
an advisory committee, until T had seen
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a complete and detailed report of just
what we are doing, and what we propose
to do.

But if I were asked to hazard a guess
as to who should be on the advisory com-
mittee. I would say that the following
bodies should be considered for represen-
tation:—

{1) University
{2) Government schools—both prim-
ary and secondary
I would stress the primary school as op-
posed to the secondary scheol, because
after all the primary school is so often
forgotten, It is the basis from which
the secondary school develops. The other
bodies which should be represented are——
(3) Independent schools
(4} Technical colleges
(5) Training colleges
(6) Teachers' Union
7) Industries
(8} Departmental officers as opposed
to teachers of the educational ser-
vice

It would be necessary to consider whe-
ther the commitiee should have a pre-
ponderance of departmental representa-
tives or a minority of such representatives.
Also possible representation would be—

(9) Parents’ representatives through
the P. & C. and Parents & Friends’
Association, and finally

(10> The community at large

The community at large are the people
who might be the jury and the repre-
sentatives of the taxpayers who provide
the finance for the whole set-up.

I do not suggest that every one of these
bodies should necessarily have represen-
tation, or that every one of these groups
should have representation, but T do sug-
gest that they are people who should come
under consideration, and we should decide
whether it is desirable that they be repre-
sented on an advisory committee.

The advisory committee should be
broadly based, and should cover the entire
gamut of education. In concluston, might
I say that the future of this country de-
pends on just how good or how bad our
education system is. ‘The public is be-
coming more and more aware of the im-
portance of that fact; and as the custo-
dians of the education system, and of the
community as a whole, this Parliament
cannot avoid its responsibility. In t_he
fina]l analysis the decision must rest with
Parliament.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [6 pm.]:
At the outset I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to the Premier on his com-
pleting 20 years of parliamentary repre-
sentation. No matter what political
ideology one subscribes to, the cares and
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respongibilities and the hopes and disap-
pointments are equally the same; and I
think the eroding care of responsibility
has taken quite a toll of our Premier over
the years he has held that office. I will
say this muc¢h for him: He has not allowed
the fact that he is a parliamentarian to
interfere with the fact that he is a gentle-
man; and I think that is something ail
parliamentarians could copy.

A discussion of the Estimates which deal
with the income and expenditure of the
State gives members of Parliament an
opportunity to tear to pieces the methods
of obtaining this income; and in so far as
it affects members of the community whom
we represent, it also gives members of
Parliament an opportunity to go cap in
hand to see their electorates get as much
of the income as possible.

In a discussion of this kind we can speak
on many things. In fact, the other night the
Premier suggested that we speak at teoo
great a length—that we endeavour to say in
an hour what could easily be said in half
that time. Even The West Australian in a
sub-leader suggested to members that there
are better ways of serving one's constity-
ents than making speeches in Parliament.
But it must not be forgotten that the ob-
ject of Parliament; that the basis of Par-
liament; that the origin of Parliament was
for the purpose of making speeches. There-~
fore I would hate to see any change In
Standing Orders that would prevemt a
member of Parliament from standing up
in his place and having his say.

I imagine that a lot of the work in Par-
liament could be expedited by members
themselves. It is not that we want more
Standing Orders, but that we want more
attention given to the Standing Orders we
have—a few of the essential ones. I would
like to add this while talking about the
business of Parliament: It is not the length
of the speeches that sometimes irritates—
not the length of the speeches by members
who are on their feet that irritates—it is
the length and strength of the speeches
that members make while sitting down
that adversely affects Parliament.

Mr. Brand: You are so right!

Mr. ROWBERRY: During guestion time
and before question time when regulations
and so on are being placed upon the Table
of the House and when many things can-
cerning one's electorate are being tabled,
it is sometimes impossible to hear what
the Minister is saying because of the action
of members. For the few seconds that
prayers are being said there is dead quiet
in the Chamber, but immediately prayers
are finished, pandemonium breaks out and
it is sometimes impossible to hear from
my position what Ministers are saying in
answer to gquestions and when laying re-
poris on the Table of the House,
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I mention this fact, not in the hope that
anything better will occur in the future,
but to suggest that it is up to members
to better the atmosphere of this Chamber.
This is something that lies in the hands
of members and it is their responsibility.
I hope, Mr. Chairman, you will not think
I am preaching to you.

Mr. Hsall: 1 was wondering whether you
were. '

Mr. ROWBERRY: It is sometimes
necessary to draw attention to these things.
Members who indulge in conversation do
so very audibly. Why it cannot be done
in a whisper beats me. Those members
protest volubly when something is being
said to which they want to listen, but
cannot hear because of the conversation
that is going on in their immediate vicin-
ity. Some members do not know how to
even whisper.

Mr. Jamieson: T hope you are not cast-
ing a reflection on the Chairman of Com-
mittees,

Mr. ROWBERREY: I have already told
him that this is a time when we talk of
many things--ships and sails and sealing
wax, and cabbages, and kings. We can run
the gamut of things that have been concern-
ing us. I am not the only one who is per-
turbed by this sort of thing.

During this session quite a number of
questions have been asked by various
members—the member for Wembley, the
member for Balcatta, and another whose
name eludes me—on the qualifications re-
quired before young girls are aceepted for
training in the nursing profession. In my
opinicn, this is depriving us of very
many excellent purses; and I am not
alone in this opinion. I have discussed
this matter with professlonal nurses and
with people who have an intimate know-
ledge and association with the nursing
profession, and they described the position
to me as a sort of intellectual snobbery.

If we were to go through the qualifica-
tions of the persons who hold high adminis-
trative offices in the nursing profession in
this State—matrons, assistant matrons,
sisters, tutor sisters, and the like—I wonder
how many we would find that possessed
higher education certificates and quali-
fications. Yet they are in a position where
not anly do they administer the whole of
the nursing affairs of the State, but they
determine what shall be the qualifications
of the people who are going to follow them.

I maintain that if it is necessary for
young persons to have these gualifications
hefore being considered for entrance into
the nursing profession while the present in-
cumbents of high positions have not got
them, then there is something entirely il-
logical in the position. There is something
entirely dangerous in the position, because
if it is necessary for the prevention of mis-
takes or for the proper eare of our sick that
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the girls should have these qualifications,
then the persons in high positions should
not be people without the qualifications.

There is something wrong if on the one
hand qualifications are not necessary and
on the other they are. We should dispense
with all people in the nursing profession
who are not in possession of these quali-
fications. Surely that is fair. It is more
important that the big tall poppies should
have higher gqualifications than the little
persons who only work under direction at
any time, because a nurse works only under
direction,

The essential gqualifications for nursing,
as the member for Wembley has pointed
out, are humane qualifications and the
qualifications of temperament, of attitude,
and of a great desire to be a nurse. The
latter is the most essential qualification;
and if a person has developed a desire to
be a nurse, then surely she has within her
make-up the humanitarian qualifications
which will make her a successful nurse.
Then there are the questions of compassion,
compatibility, and understanding—especi-
ally understanding. These are more im-
portant than any academic qualifications.

I previously said practically the same
thing about the academic qualifications re-
quired for a person to become qualified as
a pharmaceutical chemist. Exactly the
same thing obtains there. If a lack of
academic gqualifications is going to deprive
the community of excellent nurses, then
the time has come when there should be
some give and take in this matter.

I do not deny that certain academic
qualifications are required for nursing; but,
after all, it would be easy and better for the
highly-intellectual persons desiring to fol-
low this profession if they went on and be-
came qualified as doctors, rather than
qualified sanitgry inspectors, because
that is practically all a nurse is in
her first year or so. She is concerned with
bed pans and the like; and it does not take
a highly-educated person to do that. How-
ever, it requires a person with compassion,
compatibility, and understanding to care
for members of the human race who are
lying helpless in bed and who are suffering.
Therefore I would say that of all the quali-
fications listed as being necessary before
a girl can be accepted as a nurse some are,
in my opinion, gquite redundant; and that
opinion is shared by many experienced
nursing sisters.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.3¢ p.m.

Mr. ROWBERRY: During the weekend
I read in a newspaper that a Russian
writer visited the south-west, and one of
the observations he made when he re-
turned to the metropolitan area was that
money was going up in smoke. He refer-
red, of course, to the huge heaps of saw-
dust which are continually burning in the
summer at some of the sawmills.
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This matter is one which has exercised
my mind for a long time. I remember
in the early 1930's bringing it to the notice
of the then Premier and asking whether
something could be done about it. My
interest in it was not fnancial or
pecuntary; I was interested in doing some-
thing about the sawdust heaps from the
point of view of health, because the whole
of a miill town would be drenched with
sawdust smoke in the beautiful summer
months.

This problem has existed ever since saw-
milling began in this State. I do not know
what is being done about jt, but the
journalist is certainly telling the truth
when he says money is going up in smoke.
Some mills use the waste timber, because
some of them use it for generating steam
for power purposes, and they feed it to the
boilers. By this means the loss to the
State, and to the people who exploit our
timber resources, is lessened. But I think
more could be done by the companies that
have the privilege of exploiting the timber
areas, or by the Forests Department, or
the C.8.1R.0., or all of them, to discover
some better ways of disposing of this
valuable waste so that it would be of
benefit to the State, than by just sending
it up in smoke.

This Russian said, and I say he said
{ruly, that the sawdust could be made into
fabric boards and furniture. I belleve that
any country less lavishly endowed by
nature would be doing something about
this matter. It was hoped, I think, when we
got the great overseas firm of Hawker
Siddeley that it would, because it is such
a great engineering manufacturing com-
plex, devote itself to derivatives
from timber and not only exploit the tim-
ber in its raw state. Unfortunately this
firm has even failed to live up to its ob-
ligation of exploiting the timber in its
raw state, let alone doing something about
secondary industries to look after what is
now waste.

In this connection I want to make some
remarks fo the Minister for Electricity
who, in answers to questions I put to him
concerning the possibility of installing
electricity at Northcliffe, said the com-
mission was negotinting with the owner of
the mill to see if the owner could be in-
duced to make use of the commission's
electrical power instead of generating its
own. If the owner agreed, what would hap-
pen to the sawdust heaps that are now
being used to feed the bollers to generate
the steam to give the mill its power?

1 have had consuliations and corres-
pondence with the former owner of the
mill at Northcliffe—the Kauri Timber
Company, which has now gone out of pro-
duction and has sold the mill to Bunning
Bros. It was said about the Kaurl Timber
Company that its fault was that it had
too many chiefs and not enough Indians;
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it had too many so-called efficiency ex-
perts—so many that efficiency went out
of the business altogether.

The point I am trying to make is that
the present owner says that until such
time as the State Electricity Commission
can offer it better and cheaper terms for
producing power than it now has by using
the waste wood and sawdust, it has no
intention—or so the owner said when I
was last in touch with it-—of doing any-
thing in the matter. In fact it has been
estimated that the changeover from steam
power to electric power would cost at least
£50,000.

This represents a considerable expense;
and we could not expect a firm which in-
dulges In private enterprise for profit to
make a change simply because it is going
to be of public benefit; and we would not
expect the mill owner to do that, So I
think the Minister is being fed somewhat
erroneous information from his commis-
sion when he =ays that the commission
hopes it will eventually persuade this saw-
milling firm to use electric power instead
of producing its own power from what is
now waste.

It is disgraceful that so much money
is going up in smoke in the south-west.
If frabric boards and furniture could be
produced from sawdust, it would be an
added incentive to make up the extra cost
of installing electricity; and I have been
informed by responsible engineers that
once electricity is installed the annusl cost
is much less,

S0 I say the Forests Department, to-
gether with the C.SI.R.O. and the private
firms—and the private firms should have
some responsibllity in this connection, be-
cause it should be part of the terms of
their lease to extract the fullest value
from the economic production of timber—
should do something to enable the saw-
mills to do away with burning waste to
the extent of nearly 40 per cent. of the
value of each tree; and that is something
we cannot look upon with equanimity.

There is another point, too; namely,
that some of the timber that Is being
burned is being burned just for the sake
of expediency; because it is the easiest
way to dispose of it. This timber could
be freighted to the metropolitan area and
thus could considerably reduce the price
of timher and firewood here, In fact, it
would be much better used if it were
burned in grates, fireplaces, stoves. and
suchlike, for human benefit than merely
being burned in heaps.

I hope the commission is not waiting
until the mill owner cares to take elec-
tricity before it will consider the possibil-
ity of giving the Northeliffe people elec-
tric power. After all, the people who live
in the outback of the State are surely—
even in the name of this word “decen-
tralisation” about which we hear so much,
but about which so lititle is done—entitled
to consideration,
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Those people who elect to live in the
far-flung centres and so contribute to the
economy of the State, and earn their own
livelihood, are entitled to every considera-
tion. If there is & question of priority—
and mostly it is a question of priority and
availability of funds—then I think the
far-flung centres—those most distant from
thﬁ metropolitan area—should have first
call,

Another centre in my electorate that
has a grievance, about which I recently
asked questions, is Walpole, The farmers
there have for some time been trying to
be served with artificial insemination—
at least they want artificie]l insemination
for their herds. They have been pushed
aside by the research station at Woka-
Iup, because the answer given to my ques-
tion was that it would cost too much.
Just exactly what this means I am at a
loss to understand. Here we have a
centre which is at the most southerly
point in my electorate, and probably one
of the most southerly points in the State.
It is very far removed from the metropoli-
tan area and its amenitles, and the far-
mers are desirous of building up therwr
butterfat production by cheaper and more
efficient methods of increasing their herds.
But I was told the reason they cannot
be served by artificial insemination is be-
cause it is too costly as they are too far
away.

We are hopeful that by a process of
keeping the semen they will be enabled
to have this service in the near future,
1 point out that the research station,
where the bull from which the State is
served with artificial insemination Is kept,
is right in the heart of the whole-milk
country. Now, whole-mnilk producers re-
ceive something like douhle the price that
the producers of milk for cheese and
butterfat receive, The last figures I had—
and they are not up to date—show that
the whole-milk producers receive 3s. 84d.
as against the 2s, received by the pro-
ducers of butterfat and cheese. Here we
have an ilustration of the fact that to
those who have shall be given, and to
those who have not shall be taken away,
if such is possible.

Mr, lewis: What are you suggesting—
that the department establish a second
research station or an artificial insemina-
tion centre down there?

Mr. ROWBERRY: No: I did not suggest
any such thing,

Mr. Lewis: You said it was in the centre
of the whole-milk distriet.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I am merely sug-
gesting that it compare the costs of
giving this service hetween one distriet
and another. The reason the dalry far-
mers do not enjoy the benefit of this ser-
vice in my district Is that the cost of
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supplying it over a distance to the re-
search station at Walpole is too great.
That is one of the reasons advanced by
the department.

Mr. Lewis: I would hot be too pessimis-
tic about it.

Mr. ROWBERRY: It could be true, but
I envisage the position in this way: The
establishment of this research station to
render the service of artificial insemina-
tion was started with State funds for the
benefit of the State as a whole and not
for any particular portion of the State.
It was not intended to base the normal
costs on that portion, but on the whole of
phe State. We should not say that the cost
is so much for artificial insemination in the
whole-milk area, and so much in the Wal-
pole area, and because it costs a great deal
to supply it to those in the Walpole area
t.hefy isl-u;mld not get it. That is absolutely
unfair.

This research station was established
with State money to give a service of ar-
tificial insemination for the dairy farmers
of the State, and the cost of that service
should be distributed over the whole of
the State. No portion of the State should
be singled out for exclusion from that ser-
vice because the cost of providing the ser-
vice of artificial insemination to that centre
is too great.

Mr. Lewis: The industry itself finds the
fees, of course.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Yes: that is so. But
the industry itseif, according to the
balance sheet, showed only a slight work-
ing profit of £600 last year, thus indicat-
ing that the industry itself is paying its
way. This could be the carrot which
the officers conducting the research sta-
tion are chasing. Having established a
profit in conducting the service in certain
areas they are chary and loth to extend
it into other areas in case they do not
show such a good return. I do not think
the idea in the first place of allocating
that money was for the purpose of mak-
ing a profit.

. Mr. Lewis: T would not be too pessimis-
tlc_abput the supply. The whole of this
artificial insemination service is being
closely looked at by the Minister for Agri-
culture at the moment. The matter has
been awaiting his return so that he could
make a decision on it.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I am very pleased to
hear that. It could be that if I had been
complacent about it and had not brought
pressure to bear, the Minister would reflect
that attitude; that is, he, too, would be-
come complacent.

Mr. Lewis: The Minister is not compla-
cent at all. He was studying this ques-
tion before he went abroad and he gath-
ered further information on it during his
trip.
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Mr. ROWBERRY: I have heen looking
at the question for quite a while and I am
pleased to know the Minister is interest-
ing himself in it. That is what I would
expect him to do after the way I have
hammered him abouat it.

Mr. Lewis: The Minister had it in mind
in any case.

Mr. ROWBERRY: No Minister is alto-
gether altruistic.

Mr. Lewis: I am telling you that this
is a fact.

Mr. ROWBERRY: That is very good
news, It is very interesting to know that
these people are at least to be considered.
I do not know why they could not he sup-
plied from that source. If the research
station is too far away it is obvious that
a station more centrally situated is re-
quired. That should be done in fairness
to everybody in the industry. If this were
to entail any extra cost it should be borne
by the people making the extra profit and
not by those who are making a lesser in-
come. This is the point I wanted to make.

There is also a great desire on the part
of dairy farmers and potato erowers
around Manjimup to have a research sta-
tion established at that centre which will
truly reflect the agricultural capacity of
the district. The research station at Manji-
mup was established in the first place
to eonduct research into tobacco grown in
that district, but the area on which it is
situated is not suitable to conduct research
into dairyving pursuits; the growing of
potatoes; or into orchards, which is the
main source of agricultural production in
the area,

This is another viewpoint or growing
demand by the producers in that district
which will have to he investigated.

I commenced by saying that speaking
on the Estimates gave members an oppor-
tunity to urge the Treasury to find more
methods of obtaining income, and also gave
them the opportunity to put forward pleas
to ensure that their electorates received
a reasonable share of the distribution of
that money. 1 now want to point out a
curious anomaly in our economy. A few
years ago, when labour was not so scarce,
and the economy of the State was begin-
ning to show signs of brightening, I can
recall the Minister for Railways and In-
dustrial Development encouraging manu-
facturers, industrialists, and exporters to
develop a killer instinct; to go out and get
trade; not to be deterred by any considera-
tion whatsoever, These methods were
implied in the very succinet phrase “the
killer instinct.”

Now that conditions have changed
slightly and labour is scarce in this State,
so that the price of labour, according to
the law of supply and demsand, should rise,
we have the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment saying, when opening a meeting
of the Western Australia Federation of .



[Wednesday, 27 October, 1965.1

Commerce at Busselton recently, ‘‘Cut-
throat methods could not succeed”. Ap-
parently we have turned a full cycle. A
few years ago the Minister was advising
manufacturers and others to develop a
killer instinct to encourage trade, but now
he has seen the error of his ways—or has
he?—and he says, “Cut-throat methods
could not succeed.” At the opening of
this meeting he -wenat on to say—

The overall problem would not be
solved by little people pushing their
own barrows to make a few pounds.

This is a little different to what he sald
a few vears ago to our manufacturers. I
cannot understand why people who have
a certain commodity te sell In the com-
munity must go to a court, to a board, or
to an authority before they can have the
price of that commodity increased, while
others can indulge in any price-raising
which suits their purpaoses from time to
time.

I refer to the fact that before wages
can be increased it is necessary for the
representatives of workers to appear before
an industrial commission and produce facts
and fleures to prove that wages and sal-
aries should bhe increased. In that in-
stance we have the curb of the commis-
sion on any such approach. But on prices
for commodities, services, and everything
else except labour—and when a man is
selling his labour he is selling a commodity
in exactly the same way as the other man
—there is no curb whatsoever, and I think
the time is ripe with advantage to every-
one concerned, for us to establish a price-
fixing commission similar to that which
we used to have in this State.

I believe that if such a commission were
established it would fix charges automatie-
ally, because there is no doubt that it
could be argued very successfully that it
is the price of commodities which causes
wages to rise. So in my opinion, in order
to be fair to everybody concerned, if it is
fair and just that wage and salary earners
should be required to present a case before
a court or commission to prove their cir-
cumstances are such that they are entitled
to a rise in wages, then before prices are
permitted to rise the same procedure
should be followed.

I know we will be told all sorts of stories
that there will he a spate of blackmarket-
ing and also other fear-raising stories to
prevent people doing that, but T am con-
vinced that such a move will occur of its
own volition, if not brought about com-
pulsorily.

Before concluding, T want to make this
comment: I took members to task by re-
minding them that the conduet of the
business of this House was largely in their
own hands. In doing that I was taken
to task for casting a reflection on the
Chair. It was not meant as a reflection
on the Chair. I would remind members
that the Speaker in his remarks in the
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House a few days ago said that the con-
duct of the business of the House and
methods for its improvement lie largely
in the hands of members themselves. Be-
cause of that I took members to task and
reminded them—even though I am only
an ordinary member—that the dignified
and orderly conduct of the House resied
in the hands of members themselves.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) (8.1
pm.]l: I take this opportunity during the
debate on the Annual Estimates to touch
on one aspect of town planning, 1 pre-
face my remarks by saying that state-
ments made by a senior officer of the
Town Planning Depariment to a confer-
ence of engineers held earlier this year
at the University aroused serious misgiv-
ings in the public mind. In my view those
statements raised justifiable doubts about
the efficacy of the town planning methods
adopted in Western Australia.

After reading the comments made by that
officer, it would seem to me that it is
almost as though we have town planners
and others in Western Australla whose
main purpose is to devise ways and means
of despoiling our natural attractions and
our recreational areas. 'To digress for a
moment, may I refer to King’s Park. 1
cannot attribute this aspect to the Town
Planning Department, because the park
is controlled by the King’s Park Board.
Every time I go to the park I become in-
creasingly appalled at what is taking
place. I agree, of course, with much of
the development that is going on: for in-
stance, the establishment of a botanical
garden. However, I am horrified to see
the manner in which large areas of the
bush are being hacked away to provide
vistas. I am horrifled to see the continual
enlargement of the car park there. There
seems to be a tendency for the board to
pour on bitumen in King's Park wherever
it possibly can. It will not be long, at
the present rate of development, before
King’s Park will become a network of roads
lined with trees; in other words, it will
simply become a glorified St. George’s
Terrace, That is the position which will
eventuate if development is continued
atong the present line.

I now turn to the river. It seems that
some people in the community have a pas-
sion for pushing sand into the river.
Western Australians have long been known
as ‘“sandgropers”. We seem to be aptly
named, because many people in our com-
munity, if there is any sand about, cannot
rest until they have pushed it into the river.

As a consequence of the comments which
were made by the Town Planning Depart-
ment it would seem that it is now turning
its attention to the beaches which are in
reasonable proximity to Perth, Let me re-
fer to what the particular officer of that
department said, in order to refresh the
memory of members. His comments were
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published in The West Australian of the
6th April, 1965, under the heading of,
“Engineers told of plans for Kwinana ex-
tensions.” The newspaper report states—

A 20-year scheme to make Kwinans
the centre of a blg exporting complex
of industries was outlined yesterday to
the conference of the Australian
Institution of Engineers at the W.A,
University.

Mr. H. C. Morris, senior engineering
planning officer of the W.A. Town
Planning Department, said that when
the Fremantle inner harbour was fully
developed, new berths would best be
sited on Cockburn Sound between
Rockingham and the BP refinery.

Further on in the report this officer went
on to say.—

According to long-range department
plans, a mile-long causeway would he
built from Point Peron to Garden
Island. This island could be turned
into a harbour and industrial site.

The Town Planning Authority was
considering reserving land south of
Rockingham which could be needed for
road and rail access to the island.

Point Peron would stay a recreation
reserve, but the island's protected
shores, deep waters, good anchorages
and virgin land suited 1t for industry.

This was a statement by a senior officer of
the Town Planning Department to a con-
ference of engineers. He went into great
detail to describe what the department had
in mind, not only in respect of the Kwinana
area, but also of other areas, such as Point
Percon, Rockingham, and Garden Island.

Immediately following the publication of
that statement, the Premier repudiated
?uch of it. On the 7th April in The West

ustralian we find a report headed, “Gov-
ernment Plan for Cockburn not Fixed, says
Brand.” The report goes on to state—

Premier Brand said yesterday that
there was nothing definite about the
long-range scheme for development of
the Cockburn region outlined by the
senior engineering town planning
officer, Mr, H. C. Morris, on Monday.

Further on, the report states—

Mr. Brand said that Mr. Morris has
projected his own ideas for the possible
future development of the Cockburn
area. These had not been endorsed by
the Government.

Even allowing for rapid development,
some of the proposals were a long way
off.

Garden Island

This particularly applied to the use
of part of Garden Island for Industry
and harbour facilities,
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The government had made no final
decision on the future of the island,
which was still held by the Common-
wealth government,

'The report then pointed out that the Town
Planning Commissioner (Mr. J. E. Lloyd)
said that all parts of the metropolitan
region, including the Cockburn arems, were
under constant study by his department.

The Premier repudiated, up to a point,
the statement which had been made by a
senior engineering officer of the Town
Pianning Department, and pointed out,
quite rightly, that was not the intention
nor the decision of the Government.

The point which concerns me is that
here is the Town Planning Department
busily engaged In formulating plans o de-
spoil the swimming beaches which are in
reasonable proximity to Perth, and deliber-
ately planning to use them for industrial
purposes, when the opposite should be the
case. Surely such a department should be
assiduously planning, as far as possible, to
preserve these beaches as a heritage for
Western Australians. Surely it should be
concentrating on decentralisation.

The department is doing shocking things
from a town planning point of view. 1t is
virtually advocating the ribbon develop-
ment of our beaches for industrial pur-
poses. We know what is being done along
the highways, such as Canning Highway,
where & form of development, known as
ribbon development, is being undertaken.
Town planning officers are opposed to such
development, because ribbon development
means the establishment of shops on either
side of the highway, and such develop-
ment does not permit the future widening
of highways. It causes all kinds of traffic
hezards, because the cars stop along the
highways and the people make purchases
at those shops.

The Town Planning Department wants
shopping areas to be located off highways,
and in this respect it will not have a bar
of ribbon development; yet in respect of
industrial development it advocates rib-
bon development of our beaches. It wants
{0 see an oil refinery established in one
spot along the shoreline, a steelworks at
another spoi, and some other Industrial
establishment at & further spot along the
shore—development virtually extending
from Fremantle to Point Peron. and even
across the water to Garden Island.

What a shocking thing for the Town
Planning Department to advocate, particu-
larly when we bear in ming that these are
sheltered waters eminently suitable for
swimming! It is an area which has become
the playground of hundreds of thousands
of Western Australians, Yet the Town
Planning Department has advocated this
type of industrial development there.

What it is doing is shockingly short-
sighted, because in 20 or 30 years' time all
the avatlable beaches in the area to which



{Wednesday, 27 October, 1865.]

I am referring will be taken up. At that
point development will have to be extended
into the hinterland and there will be need
for access to ports. Originally it was the
idea to extend Fremantle Harbour up-
stream, and later on out into the ocean,
while at the same time using the marshal-
ling yards at Welshpool! for storing and
despatching goods, because it was realised
that in Fremantle there was insufficient
space.

There is unlimited scope for extending
the Fremantle Harbour seawards. De-
velopment can take place either north-
wards or southwards. In 1948 the Gov-
ernment of the day went to great lengths
to obiain a report on extensions to Pre-
mantle Harbour. Colonel Tydeman sub-
mitted a most comprehensive report, and
cne of the points he made appears in
paragraph 35 on page 20 of that report.
which states—

Upstream v. Seawards Scheme.

Port extension sufficient to last Pre-
mantle for several centuries is pos-
sible in the immediate vicinity of the
existing Inner Harbour, either;—

(i) Upstream, and/or,

(ii) Seawards.

That is an extraordinary statement for a
leading authority on ports to make. After
an intensive investigation he was able to
indicate in his report that port extenston
sufficient to last Fremantle for several
centuries was possible in the immediate
vicinity of the existing inner harbour
either upstream or seaward.

He then went on to compare the eco-
nomics of upstream development and sea-
ward development. He said there was no
difference in the choice, on grounds of
economics, of expanding in a major way
either seawards or upriver; and went on
to give the comparative costs of major
schemes illustrating such expansion. The
report is full of statements of this kind.

So we see we have ample scope for de-
veloping our harbour at Fremantle, yet our
Town Planning Department has stated that
when the inner harbour is fully develop-
ed it will think in terms of Garden Island.
I will repeat the statement Mr. Morris made
before the conference of engineers in
April—

... when the Fremantle inner harbour
was fully developed, new berths would
best be sited on Cockburn Sound be-
tween Rockingham and the BP
refinery,
A moment ago I said Garden Island., 1
correct that. Later on, Mr. Morris, senior
engineering planning officer of the W.A.
Town Planning Department, did make re-
ference to Garden Island as follows:—
According to long-range department
plans, a mile-long causeway would be
built from Point Peron to Garden
Island. The island could be turned
into a harbour and industrial site.

1855

I find this extraordinary. Here we have at
Fremantle all the facilities and opportuni-
ties in the world for the extension of the
harbour af a low cost, to last several cen-
turies; and yet the Town Planning Depart-
ment is busily engaged trying to estahlish
a harbour on one of our finest beaches and
thinking of going even further and despoil-
ing Garden Island. This is unbelievable
and it is time the Government stepped in
and did something about it. It would seem
that the Government has no firm overall
policy—
Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAYDEN: —in respect of town
planning. If the Government has a policy
I belleve it should make it public.

Mr. Rowberry: It should tell the town
planning people its policy.

Mr. GRAYDEN: If it has no policy, 1
believe it should arrive at one at the earliest
possible opportunity without further delay.
This is the first thing that is required.

Mr. Bavell: Garden Island is under the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, of
course.

Mr. GRAYDEN: At the moment it is; I
appreciate that.

Mr. Bovell: As far as I know it is going to
be o long moment, too.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes. The Town Planning
Department is looking heyond the time it
belongs to the Commonwealth, There has
been a lot of talk in the last few Yyears
about its being returned to the State.

Mr. Bovell: The Commonwealth has no
idea at present of returning it to the State.

Mr. Hawke: That is at the moment.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am pleased to hear
that because it means we have a temporary
respite. I was saying that if the Govern-
ment has no poliey, it should arrive at one
and that is the first thing required if we
are to arrest the alarming proposed en-
croachment of our recreational areas.

Secondly, the Government having arrived
at a policy that will ensure the preserva-
tion of such areas, the Town Planning
Department should he given a clear direc-
tion as to the prineiples by which it must be
guided and the bounds within which it
must confine its activities. Such & policy
should provide for decentralisation as a
major feature; and, secondly, it should pro-
vide for the preservation as far as is
humanly possible of our beaches, water-
ways, reserves, and scenic attractions.

I believe further that such & policy
would, in addition to achieving the
objectives I have outlined, establish what
would possibly be—for want of a better
term—a Kwinana line, We have heard a
lot in the past about the Brisbane line and
I suggest it is time we in Western Australia
had a Kwinana line beyond which in a
southerly direction industry could not go.
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Mr. Rowherry: What about decentrallisa-
tion? :

Mr, GRAYDEN: We already have on our
Statute hook the Swan River Conservation
Act under which no resumption or filling in
of an area greater than 10 acres of the
Swan River shall be undertaken until the
consent of both Houses of Parliament has
been given. I understand from this morn-
ing’s paper that consideration is being
given to introducing a Bill—notice of which
may have already been given—to amend
that legislation to provide that reclama-
tion of any area of the river must come
before Parliament. That is a move which I
know members on this slde have discussed
and I know that many members on this
side would favour such legislation, not nec-
essarily now, but certainly at some time in
the near future.

Mr. Jamieson: When it is all filled int

Mr. GRAYDEN: The point I want to
make is that if we legislate along those
lines it will be a simple matter to legis-
late for a Kwinana line to prevent industry
going south as is contemplated by the
Town Planning Department. This is im-
perative because we have reached a stage
where the Government and Parliament
should do something to ensure that town
planning in Western Australia is based
on sound lines.

I do not know what they do in the de-
partment. It would appear to me that
they have no overall policy at all. They
decide from day to day what they are
going to do. They change their minds
as frenquently as some people change their
shirts.

Mr. Gayfer: Once a week?
Mr, Hawke: Waste of soap!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Government has
to arrive at a poliecy and give the Town
Planning Department very flrm instruc-
tions as to principles it must follow and
the bounds within which it must confine
its activities because otherwise all our
beaches in Cockburn Sound will be de-
spojled and when people want to swim
they will have to go fto Safety Bay and
beyond. What a ridiculous situation that
wotlld he! In this State, and particularly
in Perth, we have our wonderful climate,
a beautiful river, a park known throughout
the world, and beautiful beaches; and yet
authorities in the State are going out of
their way to despoil each and all of them.

Mr. Hawke: It is becoming clear why the
Premier did not put you in the ministry.

Mr. Brand: I think abundantly clear.

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1t is about time some-
thing was done fo concentrate on things—

Mr. Hawke: The member for South Perth
would not be a yos man!

Mr. Brand: Quite true!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GRAYDEN: —urgently required
which will be of material benefit to the
State, rather than make plans which under
no circumstances could be acceptable to
Western Australians.

I only rose to speak because I am per-
turbed about the situation. I will leave
the other matters in which I am interested
until the various items.

Mr. Hawke: Ht_zar, hear!

MR. TOMS (Bayswater) (8.24 pm.j: It
is most refreshing to hear a Government
membher express concern. For some time
now I have been expressing concern ahout
something which I feel is of much greater
importance even than our Swan River:
and that is, the young people of this State.

Even though the member for South
Perth did almost come to earth he was
close enough to the edge of the rink to
grab that ratl at one stage during his
speech.

I want to touch now on a4 matter with
which T am deeply concerned and one
which I feel is of utmost importance to our
future Australians and partieularly our
future Western Australians. To me it is
most regrettable that the Government has
a happy knack of turning somersaults and
in connection with land it has turned what
I consider to be a complete somersauit.

Members of this Chamber are well aware
of the credence I have for a long time
placed upon articles appearing in The
West Australian and it is possibly going
to be & little surprising to members tonight
to hear me quote rather extensively from
that particular paper.

I would like first of all to indicate that
in the great leap forward we are making
now we are losing touch with the ordinary
people. We are getting used fo banner
headlines in the Press which, in fact, are
not based on reality. I draw the atten-
tion of members first to the following
headline, which sounds very good. It
appeared in the Press on Wednesday,
the 31st March this year:—

Government Puts Brake On Land
Specking

I will not read everything from that articie,
but will cuote from a feature article which
appeared in the same FPress. I believe
what this article contains is laudable if
it had been carried out. The article
reads—
Soaring Land Price Problem
Premier Brand announced earlier
this month the Government was
examining the problem of rising resi-
dential land prices.
It was the first indication that the
Government is concerned at the spec-
tacular rise in land prices.
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A growing number of young married
couples are finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to pay the inflated prices now
ﬁimanded for even mediocre home
sites.

The most ironical aspect of the
home-seeker’s dilemma today is that
there is no shortage of land in Perth.

Conservative estimates put the
humber of vacant subdivided blocks
in the metropolitan area at more than
20,000-—enough to satisfy the building
demand for the next five years.

And land is still being sub-divided
at a faster rate than it is being huilt
upon.

Land prices have completely out-
stripped other living costs in re-
cent years.

In the early postwar years a good
block in Melville could be bought for
less than £100. Today the same block
might bring more than £2,000.

I {thought that “might” was very well
placed there. To continue—

Even six years ago it was possible
to buy a good home site in Morley for
£200. Today few blocks there are
available for less than £1,000.

As long ago as July last year Town
Planning Commissioner Lloyd said
land was being suhdivided ai a much
faster rate than it was being built
upon.

He blamed land speculation and land
investors for this. And he said if he
had the staff a full study could be
made of the situation.

The Daily News of the same day had the
headline “Government Say Speculation
on Land Must Stop.” On the 1st April
it was followed up by an article dealing
with the dangers in rural land policy; and
in The West Australian of the 1st April
it was followed up by an article dealing
with the dangers in rural land policy;
and in The West Australian of the 1st
]April was an article, which reads as fol-
ows:—

The move is the second in recent
weeks involving land in the metropoli-
tan area,

On March 19 Premier Brand an-
nounced that the government was
making a survey of urban land as
part of a study of the problems raised
by the high prices of residential
blocks.

The survey will have added im-
portance in the light of the govern-
ment's latest move because money
marked for investment in the rural
zone is now likely to be channelled
into urban land.

This could have the effect of raising
fhe price of residential land and in-
creasing speculation.

(68)
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The public was filled with this sort of
propaganda for quite a while. However,
on the same day on which the previous
alrticle appeared, we had the reaction of
the land agents to the Government’s pro-
posed clamping-down on land speculation.
Three gentlemen were interviewed and the
opinion of one seems top have been the
opinion of the rest. The article reads as
follows: —

Land Agents Pessimistic on Reaction

Three of the main agents involved
in the sale of rural land on the fringe
of Perth said yesterday that they did
not think the State government’s
move would stop speculation or check
rising prices.

On the contrary, they foresaw ac-
centuated price rises in rural and resi-
dential land.

Mr. I. A, Wilkins, of Hodd, Cuth-
bertson and North Pty. Ltd., said he
was rather afraid of the reaction of
the public.

He thought that the move could ac-
centuate the price rise for rural land
already sub-divided.

There was a definite demand for
the land, and prices continued to rise.

We now jump from April to the 26th
July when banner headlines appeared in
the Daily News as follows:—

LAND PLAN MISFIRES

Government Scheme Won't Help
Thaose Who Need it Most.

I think it is an interesting article and
one which is worthy of quoting in full
It sets out very important faets, ang is
written by Keith Darrow. It reads as
follows:—

The State Government’s plan for
selling a limited number of home sites
at canservative prices will provide wel-
come relief to some potential home
builders.

But it will NOT help those who heed
help most—the thousands of young
couples who do not have £1,000 or
more cash jn the bank,

In this respect the scheme defeats
its own purpose—ostensibly to assist
those who have been crowded out of
the land market by spiralling prices.

Under the plan the Government in-
tends to release about 900 blocks over
the next four and a half years at a
rate of 200 a year.

The land is owned by the State
Housing Commission in Churchlands,
Woodlands, Dianella and@ Yokine.

Sites in these areas are currently
being scld on the open market in the
£1,500 to £2,000 price range.

Assuming that the Government is
prepared to sell these blocks at one-
third below current values, this would
put the price of the cheapest blocks
under the plan about £1,000.
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This would be good value for the
lucky recipients.

But the fortunate few are unlikely
to jnclude any of the needy.

The conditions laid down by the
Government, linked with conditions
imposed by lending institutions, will
effectively rule them out.

Successful applicants for blocks
under the scheme will have to:

Required

Submit plans and specifications ap-
proved by the local authority within
three months.

Provide written evidence of the
necessary finance.

Start building within six months.

Pay for the land within seven days
of selection.

Occupy the house built and not sell
or Jlease it for three years unless
specifically permitted to do so.

There is obviously some need to
guard against speculation in these
bargain-basement home sites,

But how is the average person with
limited finance going to pay outright
for his block and start building on it
within six months?

A survey of real estate agents shows
that very few intending home builders
can afford to pay outright for their
block.

Most of them can raise a deposit
of 15 or 20 per cent. of the land price
and pay the rest off over three or
four years.

S8ome can afford as much as £500
depozit. Abave that flgure the num-
bers dwindle.

An average person, then, with £500
in the bank, might secure a bargain

‘ hlock for £1,000.

Under the conditions laid down by
the Government he has to find the
other £500 within seven days.

This should not bhe too difficult. But
another condition says that he must
start building within six months.

He cannot go to a bank or any other
lending organisation at the end of that
time and secure another loan and per-
haps a second mortgage for his house
until his block is paid off,

An official of one of the leading
banks said today that no bank or lend-
ing institution would advance a house
loan without a clear land deed.

The position, therefore, is this;
The young couple fortunate in having
£500 cash when they started out
would have to pay off the remaining
£500 within six months.

Taking interest into account, thi
means they would be up for weekl)
repayments well in excess of £20 i1
order to clear the deed before thi
expiry date.

Initial Cash

And the smaller their amount o
initial cash the greater their weekl
commitment would be.

On the basis of information supnliec
by leading estate agents this mean
that the smail income earner—th
man who really needs help—simpl
cannot afford to enjoy the benefits o
the scheme.

The Government could overcomi
the problem by allowing a reasonabl
time for repayment.

A scheme such as this should no
be limited only to those with big sav
ings in the hank.

After gll the build-up on the way the Gov
ernment was going to put a brake on lamn
speculation, there appeared in The Wes
Australian on the 31st August, the follow
ing article:—

Government Puts New Value
on Land

Prices ranging from £1,775 to £2,00
have been put on the first 50 hom
blocks to be sold by the Housing Com
mission at Woodlands.

The wvaluations have been made b;
the chief valuer of the Taxation De
pariment.

Under a scheme to make land avail
ahle at reasonable prices to genuin
nome-builders, and to stabillse lam
prices the Housing Commission is b
release 900 blocks in the next 4% year:
The blocks are in Woodlands, Church
lands, Dianella and Yokine.

Because of the valuations, the gov
ernment has relaxed the conditions o
purchase originally proposed.

Housing Minister O’Neil said yes
terday that instead of eash withi
seven days the commission would nos
require a minimum 70 per cent. de
posit. The balance, {o be covered b,
second mortgage, would bhe repayabl
over five years with redueible inter
est rates of 5% per cent. per annum.

The bond not to sell or lease the ian
within three years would be increase
from £100 to £500.

This was because the valuations wer
regarded as well below current marke
prices.

[Blocks in the Woodlands area wer
being sold in June and July for be
tween £1,500 and £2,000.

Selected blocks were available a
higher prices.]
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I think members will recall that in a pre-
vious article which I read it was suggested
that the Government could possibly sel
those blocks at bargain prices.

Dr. Henn: Don’t you agree that these
prices are reasonable?

Mr, TOMS: I am not agreeing with the
way the Government has put this stuff
over.

Mr. Rushton: Do you see any alterna-
tive?

Myr. TOMS: If the hongurable member
will just be patient I will get around to
that. On the 1st Septemher of this year,
following that last article which I quoted,
I asked the Minister for Housing a series of
questions in regard to the Woodlands area,
and he indicated that the land was pur-
chased in August, 1950. The total area
purchased was 318.5 acres, of which 80
acres are in the Woodlands district. That
is the ares which is up for sale.

The price paid for this particular land
was £100 per acre. The charges on the
land so far—and I take it that the Minis-
ter gave me the correct fieures—amounted
to £26,725, of which £20,725 had heen in-
curred on improvements. Of the 80 acres,
after providing approximately 35 acres
from Woodlands holdings for schools,
churches, recreational needs, drainsage,
provisional roads, as well as land reserved
for a future highway, there was available
for sale a parcel of 147 home sites.

I had read in an article that this land
cost the Government about £500 to £700
a lot. If the answer to my questions are
correct, the figure of £500 Is very much in
excess of the actual cost per lot—even
allowing for school sites, church sites, and
all the rest of it.

Mr. O'Connor: Who made that state-

ment?
Mr. TOMS: 1 will see if I ean find 1t
here. The actual cost so far worked out on

the figures supplied to me, still leaving the
Government with school sites, church sites,
recreational grounds, and all the rest of it,
is approximately £236 per lot. And this is
land which the Government is glving to
the needy home builders—those urgently
requiring homes—for £1,775 to £2.000 a
block!

The Government had the cheek, way
back in March, to say it was putting the
brake on speculation. I say the land in
this particular area was sold 12 months
ago—and on the higher section—for
£1,250; and that figure is in print, too.
Yet, 12 months later, the Government is
prepared to ask the price which the Tax-
ation Department has worked out, and that
is £1,775 to £2,000 a lot. This is to help
genuine home builders! I say that it Is
not helping genuine home builders. It is
creating what Sir Robert Menzies, at one
time, led the public to believe did not exist
in Australia: that is, class distinction.

1859

I say that by placing such a high price
on these blocks the Government is ensuring
that only people from wealthy homes will
eventually shift into those areas. It might
be just as well, because no doubt the valu-
ations will be excessive and the rates will
be rather excessive too. The point is that
the Government has claimed that 3t is
putting the brake on speculation, when it is
doing nothing of the sort but rather, as
the agents indlcated earlier, it is extending
the impetus to this speculation which has
been going on for many years.

I am wondering whether the Govern-
ment is really sincere in its efforts to
supply cheap land to enable people to
build homes. The most important thing
in this State, as we have seen reported In
the Press over the last few days, is our
population, and how can we have a happy
and contented people If they are burdened
with debt because of the high cost of build-
ing land? That only prevents younhg people
from building homes for themselves and
living as they would wish to live.

The West Austrglinn did quote the ques-
tion I asked, and there was also a com-
ment in that issue of the 2nd September
from the member for Darling Range. This
is what the member for Darling Range Is
reported to have sald, and did say—

Mr. Dunn (Lib, Darling Range)
asked Mr, O'Nell if the commission In-
tended to use land sales to raise funds.

Mr. O'Neil said it had never been
commission policy to sell land to raise
funds. The commission sold land to
the public either as vacant blocks or
with buildings. Land was always sold
at value.

['The commission is to sell 50 blocks
at Woodlands at prices between £1,750
and £2,000 for a residential block.}

I believe the articles I have quoted so
far reveal that at least one member of the
Chamber is concerned about rising costs,
and I am wondering how long it will be
bhefore somebody wakes up to the fact that
we are following very closely the pattern
set by Melbourne and Sydney where, 11
and even 12 miles from the city, people
find it impossible {0 huy a home site for
less than £3,000. Will this mean that we
will become a society where class distinc-
tion is rife? 1 believe that will be the
effect. M we place such a terrific value
on land in certain areas that we preclude
the working class, as it were, and even the
white collar workers, that can only lead
to class distinction.

The Bayswater Shire was requested not
s0 long ago to give consjderation to having
transitional homes for natives erected in its
area. We do not believe in transitional
homes. We believe that if the natives are
to be assimilated they should be housed
under the same conditions as the white
people with whom they will come in con-
tact. No-one has more sympathy for our
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dark brethers than I have and I do not
know why they should have to be housed
under poorer conditions than white people,

In my view the Minister will have to
give further consideration to this question
and approach the local authorities on a
different basis if he hopes to get any re-
sponse from them in regard to it.

Mr. Lewis: The reason why they are
Placed in transitional homes is, of course,
to educate them.

Mr, TOMS: I realise that; but why only
write to the Bayswater, Belmont, and a
few other out-of-the-way shires? Why
no_t write to the shires in Nedlands, Dal-
keith, and other places where there may
be a few vacant blocks?

Mr. Jamieson: Resume land from the
river for it!

Mr. Lewis: If there were any blocks in
those areas they would be very costly.

Mr. TOMS: The blocks in Woodlands
cost the Government only £236; and if
the Government were honest ahout housing
these people it could have used this cheap
land on which it could have erected houses
up teo the value of £2,500 or £3,000.

Mr. O’Neil: Where did you get that price
from?

Mr. TOMS: From the figures the Minis-
ter gave me in his answers to the ques-
tions I asked.

Mr. O’'Neil: You worked them out, I sup-
pose?

Mr. TOMS: On the figures the Minister
gave me in his answers to the ques-
tions I asked.

Mr. O'Neil: Did you allow for the bhuild-
ing of roads and the provision of reserves
and open space and so on?

Mr. TOMS: The Minister had already
done that. He also gave me a plan of a
subdivision of the area—

Mr. O'Neil: That is so.

Mr. TOMS: —showing all the roads,
reserves, and everything else. As the
Minister said, 35 acres have been provided
for school, church, recreational, and drain-
age sites, and subdivisional roads. Taking
all this into account, the cost was £236 4s.
on the figures given by the Minister.

Mr. O’Neil: Is that developed cost? Did
yvou work out the cost of the roads, and so
on?

Mr, TOMS: I asked the Minister—

Has any money been spent in im-
provements to the land in question,
and if so, how much?

That was asked on the 1st September, 1965.

Mr. ©O'Neil: We hadn’t built the roads
then—at that date.

Mr. TOMS: Then you are doing fine!
How many chains of road would there be?
Even allowing for the roads which are
there now I would say this land would not
have cost more than £350 to £400.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O’Neil: ¥You have not worked out
the development costs of the blocks,

Mr, TOMS: If not, then the Minister
did not give them to me.

Mr. Q'Neil: Maybe you didn't ask for
them,

Mr. O'Connor: They have just gene up
£100 a block.

Mr. TOMS: Placing on these blocks the
taxation valuation is only putting them
out of the reach of the ordinary white
collar worker, and forcing him to go into
other areas. I had an approach from a
chap the other day. For five months he
had been {rying to get a war service home
block and he rang up at 4 o'tlock on the
Friday. The decision had not been made
then to open the list on Monday. Yet a
chap who rang up at 20 past four, and who
had not bothered previously about doing
something to get land, was able to go in
on Monday morning and be atiended to.

I am nof blaming the Minister for this,
as I have already explained to him. How-
ever, the chap who went in on Monday
morning, after ringing up at 20 past four
on the Friday, got land; whereas the other
chap, who had been chasing a block for
five months, missed out because he had
rung up 20 minutes too early. He told me
that because he had to pay extra for the
land he eventually bought, over and above
what the price of the other land would
have been, he had to trim the amount he
was prepared to put into a home by £1,000
to £1,500. I know that is not the Min-
ister's fault, but that is what happened,

The fellows at the R.8.L. were advised
and immediately they got on the phone
and rang their friends. By about half-
past nine on Monday morning all the land
had gone and the war service people had
open sesame to it,

However, I believe that what I have said
about the price of land in this State should
be given consideration because it could
have serious consequences for the State.
The high price of land is making it par-
ticularly difficult for young couples—
ordinary working people—to buy blocks on
which to build their homes.

Mr, O'Neil: I quite agree with you there.

Mr. TOMS: Then what is the Govern-
ment doing about it? We saw headlines
in the Press in March to the effect that
the Government was going to put a brake
on land speculators. But in September we
find that blocks of land which the Govern-
ment bought for about £100 an acre are
to be sold for £1,700 to £2,000.

Mr, O'Neil: You read the article fully
and you will see what was said.

Mr. TOMS: I have read it fully and I
can appreciate that it came from the
manager of the State Housing Commission.
It is a typical manager's reply and one
which I would probably write myself if I
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were the manager of the State Housing
Commission. However, that is not solving
the problem. The Government, with the
money it gets from the sale of this land,
will build houses in other areas, but that
is not the answer to the question. We
claim to be a society free from class dis-
tinction, but with these ideas we are only
building up a society in which there is
class distinction.

Mr. O'Neil: You think we should have
sold them for about. £300 and then let
somebody else make a thousand pounds or
fifteen hundred pounds a block instead of
selling them at the price we are and using
the money ta build houses elsewhere?

Mr. TOMS: The Minister should know
by now that the statements he and the
Government have made about genuine
home builders being able to build homes
in which to raise families, and do the
things they want to do in particular areas,
are not correct.

Mr, O'Neil: If we sold that land at the
price you say it should have been sold
for there is no guarantee that it would go
to genuine home builders.

Mr. TOMS: Of course it would be diifi-
cult to place a condition on the titles, such
as something to the effect that these blocks
could not be sold for 10 years. But the
Government could have done that had it
really wanted to do so,

Mr, O'Neil: We made all sorts of con-
ditions even under this arrangement,

Mr. TOMS: No sale for three years,
Mr. O'Neil: And a bond of £500.

Mr. TOMS: That is not a bad profit in
three years. If a person wanted to make
a profit out of it he would see a way out
of the difficulty. However, on Friday, the
3rd September, a feature article under the
heading ""The Price of a Home," appeared
in The West Australian, on page 4, and
it reads—

Couples who build houses on the
Woodlands blocks to be sold by the
State Housing Commission could be
faced with repayments of £7 10s. a
week for five years and almost £5 a
week for 20 years after that.

On top of that they would also have
to pay rates and taxes of about 13s.
a week,

These figures were worked out yves-
terday by Mr. L. J, Wearne, president
of the Real Estate Institute of W.A.

They are based on the ferms under
which the commission is to release the
land and on the average interest paid
on housing loans.

It was snnounced on Monday that
50 home blocks at Woodlands would
be sold by the commission for between
£1,775 and £2,000 each.
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The commission will require a deposit
of at least 70 per cent. of the price of
the land, the balance to be repaid over
five years with reducible interest rates
of 5% per cent. per annum.

The commission is to release 900
blocks in the Woodlands, Churchlands,
Dianella and Yokine areas in four and
a half years. The scheme is aimed at
stabilising land prices.

That almost makes me gulp.

Mr, O’Neil: The State Housing Commis-
sion did not make that statement.

Mr. TOMS: I did not say it did.

Mr, O'Neil: And neither did the Gov-
ernment,
Mr. TOMS: It is not bad summing up

though, is it?

Mr, O’Neil: There was no statement that
this scheme was to stabilise land prices.

Mr. TOMS3: I am not trying to get the
Minister annoyed. I only regret that he
has taken over at a time such as this. I
sympathise with him because he had hardly
taken over when this cropped up—the sort
of thing that I am attacking because I
cannot see any fairness in it. I think it
put the Minister in an invidious position.

Mr. Rushton: We have not heard any
alternative from you as yet.

Mr. TOMS: Be patient.

Mr. O'Neil: I hope you read the rest of
his statement because Mr. Wearne said
what the land would cost somebody else
who bought it under other conditions.

Mr, TOMS: I will if T am permitted to
do so.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A. Manning) :
I suggest the honourable member con-
tinue.

Mr. TOMS: I would be delighted to do
so if you would only stop the interjections,
Mr. Chairman, because they are not really
pertinent to what I have to say. To ¢on-
tinue—

Mr. Wearne said that a £2,000
block, bought on the minimum de-
posit of £1,400 and financed over five
vears at the commission's interest
rates, would involve weekly repay-
ments of £2/2/11.

If a £3,500 house was built on the
block—

I could hardily imagine a person building
a house worth £3,500 on a £2,000 block.

Mr. O'Neil: T am a bit with you.

Mr. TOMS: That is why I say the
white-collar worker could not possibly
build on a hlock valued at £2,000. He
would need to build a house costing £5,000
to make it worth while.

Mr. O'Neil: But the blue-and-grey-
collar workers will benefit from the cash
we get out of this.
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Mr. TOMS: Are you going to put them
in the metropolitan area or over the
ranges! To continue with the quote—

—using the block as full deposit, the
new owner could expect to pay a
further £4/16/7 a week on the hous-
ing loan. This figure was based on
the couple getting the £3,500 loan over
a 25-year period with a reducible in-
terest rate of 53 per ¢ent. per annum.

I think that would be about the lowest
rate anyone could possibly get through s
building society, as the Commonweslth
Bank does not now provide the same
amount of finance as i} did previously for
home building. I would say 64 per cent.
would be more like the rate of interest
one would pay for the building of houses
at the present time. To continue-—

This brought the total loan repay-
ments to £7/9/6 a week.

I can see a basic wage earner on £15 15s.
8d. a week paying that much out of his
wages! The article continues—

On top of this would be council and
water rates and land tax amounting
to about 13/- a week.

Mr. Wearne sald that, because the
commission’s land was spread over a
wide area, the scheme might help to
stabilise land in the £1,500-£2,000
price range.

The only other advantage in the
commission’s scheme was that couples
would be able to repay the loan on
their blocks at a low interest rate—
and this was & good thing.

The weekly repayment of £2/2/11
under the commission’s scheme com-
pared very favourably with agree-
ments already entered into by bhun-
dreds of home-builders.

Many couples had bought blocks on
deposits as low as 10 per cent. and
were repaying the balance at 6.32 per
cent. flat, per annum.

If one of the commission's £2,000
blocks was bought under such terms
and paid off in five years, the weekly
payments for the land would be
£9/8/8—over four times as much as
would be payable under the commis-
sion’s scheme of a high deposit and
low interest rate.

“The Housing Commission wants a
deposit of 70 per cent. but at least
the interest rate is reasonable,” he
said.

He thought it unfortunate that gov-
ernment finance was not made avail-
able on older-type houses.

“The Federal government has been
considering such a scheme for two or
three years,” he said.

“If young couples were helped to
buy older houses, they would be able
to buy homes that were more spacious
and suitable to their needs.”

{ ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O'Neil: We just made provision for
that in the Housing Loan Guarantee Act.

Mr. TOMS: We are moving slowly: but,
as I said bhefore, we are leaving plenty be-
hind. On the 3rd September there also
appeared an article in the Press headed,
“Weodlands Sale Will Net S H.C. Profit of
£60,000.” On the figures I have given I
think that would be a little under the
correct figure. That is for 64 home blocks,
and there are still 220 acres left in that
particular area.

I have dealt raither extensively with
this particular phase in our community,
not that it will concern me greatly as a
father, because I have already got my
haome site. T have a house on a block.
My children also have their sites selected.
But my children’s children and the chil-
dren’s children of members will be faced
with a real problem in years to come if
something is not done to stop this high
rate of increase in the price of land.

It is all very well for the Government
to talk with its tongue in iis cheek and
say it is going to break land speculation,
when it is speculating in land itself. It
is quite a different thing when the Gov-
ernment wants to buy or resume land. I
asked questions recently in regard to the
cost of land resumptions for the Mitchell
Freeway. I was given one answer rather
fully in regard to the resumed area. I
was told the names of the people and
the amount they received. But in the
latter question, which concerned those
that had been taken over by negotiations,
I egot the astounding answer that I could
not be given detajls in the same terms
as I was to the former guestion,

I do not know why there should be this
secrecy. When the people’s land is re-
sumed, I am supplied with their names and
the amounts of compensation paid; but
when big business firms are involved in
negotiations, I am told I can have a look
at the names in the Minister’s office if 1
desire to do so. So why should I get a full
answer to one question and not to the
other? I did not ask the questions to waste
the time of the departmental officers. The
detailed amount paid in resumptions and
negotiations—and this is not complete vet
—is £1,446,767. That, of course, is for the
glorious Mitchell Freeway that is now ris-
ing in its heaps of sand on the river fore-
shore.

Yet, in the area I represent, all I wanted
was that four families should be satisfied
and for their minds to be set at rest. The
whole lot would total only about £20,000.
That amount could not be found, because
the land to be taken for the Beechboro-
Gosnells Highway will not be required for
another 20 or 25 years,

In the meantime these people are told to
sit on their land and that the Government
will take it when it is wanted, It is ro
good the Government saying that the
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people concerned can sell it, because no-one
can sell land when there is an interim de-
velopment order hanging over it. Any
would-be purchaser could obtain this in-
formation from the shire council.

I had one particular family who wished
to get out of an area for health reasons.
The Government deals in one way when
selling land, and in quite another way
when buying it. Two years ago this
person wags offered £6,500 for the property,
which included a house and five acres of
land. The offer the Government made for
this particular proper{y was £5,100. If a
willing buyer two years ago was prepared
to pay £6,500, surely the Government could
pay a similar amount! I might say that the
sale would have been completed had it not
been for the fact that the matter was
checked and it was found that the land
would be taken for the Beechboro-Gosnells
Highway.

I have previously mentioned in this
House the names and cases of people who
are anxious to get out and re-establish
themselves hecause of the threat that is
hanging over them, We can pay £1,500,000
for resumptions on the Mitchell Freeway,
but we cannot pay the money to allow four
families to re-establish themselves in
another area! This is one of the problems
with which I am very concerned. It is a
problem that concerns not only me hut also
every member of Parliament. We know
that land speculation has been in progress,
and we know that blocks which 20 years
ago were sold for about £20 could not be
bought today for £3,000.

Has oil or gold or something like that
been found on every block in the metro-
politan area? It would appear so in view
of the ridiculous prices that are asked for
these blocks. The prices asked are causing
young people much concern. If the Gov-
ernment does not tackle this prohlem very
soon it will be faced with the spectacle of
having to provide homes for more and more
people, because they will not be able {o af-
ford to build their own homes, or even to
buy their own blocks, the way things are
going.

I would ask the Government to give this
matter very earnest consideration. The
Government should not say ghe thing and
act quite differently. It should take heed
of what is going on and give the young
people, not only those af today, but also
those of the future, an opportunity to build
soundly.

MR, WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [9.8 p.m.]:
Early this evening we heard the member
for South Perth msake a remark about the
Kwinana line. I trust he was not serious
when he said that no industry should be
built south of this line, because if he came
down to my electorate and said that, he
might be hamstrung, or possibly strung
up.
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My first remark is addressed to the
Minister trepresenting the Minister for
Health. It is expected in the early part
of next year that fthe regional hospital
will be completed in Bunbury. It will be
opened; and, therefore, the district hos-
pital will be vacated, and it will not be
used for the purpose for which it is now
used, as a full hospital. I have a sugges-
tion to put forward to the Minister for
the utilisation of part of the old district
hospital. 1 believe plans are envisaged
for the major section of the district hos-
pital—that is, the wards section and the
casualty section—to be used as a geriatrics
annex and for activities concerned with
aged people generally.

The CHAIRMAN (W. A. Manning):
Order! T must ask members sitting behind
the Chair to refrain from speaking as
loud as the member who has the floor,
because it is not at all fair to the member
who is on his feet.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I was saying that part of the old
district hocspital could be used—or at
least the maternity section of it could be
used—as an old people's welfare centre.

At present in Bunbury, through the
good offices of the local authority, there
is a senior citizens’ room which was made
available by the loeal authority a few
years ago alongside the little council park
in Bunbury. It is being used as a senior
citizens’ centre. This centre has been run
by a committee representing the Red
Cross, the Country Women's Association,
the Silver Chain, and the Pensioners
Learue. Two members from each organ-
isation run this senior citizens' centre as
a committee.

The present set-up is becoming too
small with the growth of the town and
the number of people staying within the
town. They like somewhere to go, and the
present senior citizens' centre has proved
very successful—so successful that it is
getting to the stage of being overcrowded.

Should the Minister see something
worth while in my remarks that this
maternity section of the present district
hospital could have a few pounds spent
cn it to make it suitable for the purpose
I have suggested, then the committee no
doubt would be only too happy to take
this section over and use it as a welfare
centre, or as a day centre—call it what
you will, Mr. Chairman—for the aged
persens,

The present cenire serves something of
the order of 4,000 or 5,000 cups of tea
a year to the senior citizens of the town.
as they come into the town to have a
talk with their friends, or sit around and
read. They mainly come in for a cup of
tea and a talk. As I have said, the activi-
ties within the present set-up are some-
what restricted because of the growing
numbers.
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The maternity section of the hospital
is of the order of about 5,500 square feet,
and it would provide a great deal of scope
for a venture of this nature. The com-
plete welfare cenire could incorporate the
meals-on-wheels which is functioning in
Bunbury at the present time. There could
be reading rooms, and the old people
could have their cups of tea, and perhaps
a small hall for entertainment. There is
plenty of room and scope for the commit-
tee to use its imagination, and it is
composed of willing wokers.

The Government does provide subsidies
for these centres, and 1 would like to
quote the subsidies which are available.
As a result of an election promise made
by the Premier early this year, that he
would raise the assistance to these centres,
this is now being done. The Government
provides capital assistance of one-third of
the capital cost up to a maximum contri-
bution of £5,000—previously it was £3,000;
and contributions of £750 per annum—
this was previcusly £500—towards operat-
ing costs, This assistance is subject to
the following conditions:—

(a) Each centre is expected to operate
a social club for old age pen-
sioners and other elderly people,
and fo make every endeavour 1o
raise funds locally for the opera-
tion of the centre.

Site of each centre, plans in-
volved and rules and regulations
for operation of the centre must
be approved by the Health
Department.

{c) Land should be vested in the local
authority or in the mame of an
approved organisation.

The Committee to manage each
centre should inciude local autho-
rity representation.

Provision should be made for the
supply of a hoft meal each day or
for the use of the *“Meals-on-
Wheels” organisation.

Finally, before the organisation can qualify
for a grant, the scheme must be approved
by the Health Department. I feel those
conditions are very fair, and should the
Minister do something on the lines I have
suggested, I have no doubt the conditions
would be carried out.

The present committee is active and I
feel it should recelve support from other
organisations in the town. I refer to such
organisations as Apex, Rotary, and so on,
who could assist in a fund-raising cam-
paign should this be necessary for exten-
sions to the present building, The site is
very favourably situated in a section of the
old hospital. It is bounded by Turner
Street, west, Stirling Street, and Park-
field Street. There is a bus stop in Stirling
Street which is virtually outside the door;
and an aged person attending this centre
would only have a few steps to walk. The

(b}

(d>

{e)
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same woy]d apply when they are leaving,
as there is a bus stop a few steps from the
doorway where they can be picked up.

It only requires a few minutes to reach
the main shopping centre of the town; and
of course, the elderly people, just the same
as other people, like to do a spot of shop-
ping throughout the town to see what
bargains they can find., There is a small
park attached to the site which lends
an added beauty; and on a hot day it is
possible for the elderly people to sit under
the trees on the grass, or on the seats
which are provided and so see the world
go by. I think that is what old people
tend to do these days.

The general feeling regarding aged per-
sons these days is not to send them out
into the never-never and let them fade
away; it seems the idea now is to bring
them into the more densely populated
areas where they can see people coming
and going; where they can see children
playing; and where they can see people
going backwards and forwards about their
business.

Should the Minister concerned see some
merit in my suggestion he might go into
this and possibly spend the £5,000 which
I believe is required to renovate the build-
ing in order to make it suitable for a
centre.

Earlier I referred to meals-on-wheels.
The present headquarters of this organi-
sation are restricted in size. The organisa-
tion is serving about 15 meals a day, and
this will increase, should the aged per-
sons attending this centre be served with
a hot meal as suggested by the conditions
laid down by the department.

My next item is the technical school at
Bunbury. Recently I asked several ques-
tions of the Minister for Education and
one was, “Was it intended to build a new
technical school in Bunbury?” The Min-
ister’s reply was, "“Yes.” This reply
pleased me very much as it did the people
in the town. I asked some further ques-
tions regarding the pre-apprenticeship
training scheme as I wanted to know how
successful it was, and so on. It appears
to have proven very successful. This has
quite a bit to do with the extension of the
technical school in Bunbury, because at the
present technical school we have some-
thing like 140 to 150 apprentices attend-
ing, Admittedly not all of them fall into
the pre-apprenticeship training scheme,
but with the passing of time it is my
opinion that most apprenticeships, if not
all, will have to be reduced, if not by two
years, at least by one. Therefore, this
will put a greater strain on the facilities
available for apprentice training within
the town of Bunbury, which serves the
region.

The Minister was not able to give me
an answer to this, but I hope the new
technical school will be ready in 1967, if
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not at the beginning, towards the end, be-
cause at the present time I believe the
department has found it necessary to lease
an annexe in Spencer Street to where it
can divert some of the apprentices to carry
out their necessary trazining. The present
technical school is overcrowded because of
the great numbers attending: and as the
area is more populated and a greater
diversity of industry comes into the area—
not only te Bunbury but to the region—
the department will find a need for more
facilities to train the required apprentices,
and general employees who have to receive
some training for these diversified indus-
tries.

I would like to think—and I hope I am
right in thinking so—that when the de-
partment obtains land for a new technical
school it may at that stage, or just a little
later, look into the pros and cons of per-
haps acquiring more land close to the new
technical school site for a teachers' train-
ing college. As the area grows, land is
not getting any cheaper; and the situa-
tion is much the same as it is in and
around Perth. Therefore it would be wise
for the department at this stage to make
a resumption or purchase land on which
a teachers’ training college could be built.
Bearing in mind the type of technical
school envisaged by the department, &
logical expansion would be a teachers'
training college in the near future,

Perhaps to climb a little higher into the
clouds, we might suggest that a university
be built there. It would not do any harm
to see some full-time students travelling
from the city to the country to do their
university training or their teachers’ col-
lege ftraining rather than have country
students travel to the city for this pur-
pose. It would be a great eye-opener and
would do a great deal towards decen-
tralisation, particularly in the education
field, as the position of country and metro-
politan students would be reversed,

Mr. Gayfer: I agree with you, but York
would make a good place,

Mr. WILLIAMS: I suppose the member
for Albany would advocate Albany, which
is a little place along the coast.

Mr. Hall: It is not so little; it i{s growing.

Mr. WILLTAMS: One day the member
for Alpany said the population at Albany
was 14,000 and the next day it was 14.500,
The member for Albany will no doubt ex-
plain that when he has his turn.

My next subject is in respect of the
police station; and I spoke about this last
vear., The Minister for Police knows as
well as I do that the situation at the pre-
sent time is not {00 good. The building is
in a dilapidated condition. The police sta-
tion is very much out of date and under
present circumstances it is difficult for the
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officers to carry out their job. I under-
stand the Minister’s position regarding
finanee and that money does not grow on
trees, and that pecple other than myself
are asking for new police stations. Wae
have to take our turn, but I hope our turn
will be reached in this coming year.

Mr, Craig: It is listed.

Mr. WILLIAMS: That is pleasing to
know; and we hope it will be listed in the
1966-67 Estimates. During this year in
Bunhbury the Leschenault Estuary Con-
servation Committee was formed. After
a constituent made a suggestion to me, my
colleague—the memter for Wellington—
and I went into the pros and cons to see
if the formation of such a committee would
be advisable and if it would be a good
thing to have in the district to look after
the waterways, the rivers, and the estuary,
A committee of this kind cannot control
the harbour as this comes under the juris-
dietion of the harbour hoard. The func-
tion of the committee is to make sure, not
s0 much now, but in the future, that our
waterways will be conserved to some ex-
tent; and to see that they are protected
from effluent from industry and from the
general town drainage system.

In its formation this committee was for-
tunate to have as its foundation chair-
man—I hope he will be chairman for quite
some time—Mr. Bond, who is Chsairman
of the Swan River Conservation Board;
and he acts as a liaison officer between
the committee in Bunbury and the Swan
River Conservation Board. There are
three shires represented on this commit-
tee—the Shire of Harvey, the Shire of
Dardanup, and the Bunbury Town Coun-
¢il. There are also representatives of the
harbour board, the Town Planning De-
partment, and the Public Works Depart-
ment.

Mr. Brand: Which department would be
most concerned?

Mr. WILLIAMS: That is a point I wish
to raise, and I am glad the Premier asked
about it. At the present titme the com-
mittee is under the jurisdiction of the
Minister for Local Government and Town
Planning. In the early stages this was
done for a purpose, because when three
shires are represented, it is necessary for
them t0 get together to make sure there
are ng arguments; and there was less
chance in this regard with the Minister
for Local Government being the Minister
concerned. However, since then I have
had some thoughts on this matter and, no
doubt, when the time comes for money
to be spent, it will not be the Minister
for Loca! Government who will be con-
cerned; it will be the Minister for Works.
So, I believe, if not at this stage, then in
the future, there should be some change.
I do not think it will upset the Minister
for Local Government if he is not the Min-
ister directly concerned.
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No doubt he will receive minutes of the
commitiee's meetings as he does now. 1
feel the committee has started on a good

footing. It has not gone out to fix
this or that or fix something else,
but it has steadily progressed. It

has arrahged several outings and looked
at various projects within the estuary
itself, and generally speaking it has
gone along quite steadily. I hope and
trust it will prove itself in the next few
years and that it will be given some teeth.
These teeth could be given in the form of
an Act similar to that under which the
Swan River Conservation Board operates
at the present time. I hope and trust, as
I believe does the member for Wellington,
that this will come about perhaps in the
next couple of years.

I was very interested to hear over the
weekend that Mr. Dettman of the Educa-
tion Department has been overseas; and I
was also interested in the remarks he made
concerning drivers' schools for motor
vehicle drivers. Apparently overseas, these
schools form part of the secondary schools’
curriculum. I feel this is & good move, At
a function some 12 months ago I mention-
ed these schools to Mr. Dettman. I do not
suggest he made his inquiries because of
this, as he had the matter well and truly
in his mind and so followed it up while
he was overseas. I hope I shall have the
privilege of reading a more extensive re-
port on this driver education because I
feel a great number of the accidents in
this State are purely because of a lack of
education of drivers, particularly the
drivers who are trained by mum, dad, or
a friend.

Also when one applies for a driver's
license—and it is some years since I
received one—he is still asked the normal
questions as to the rights of the road, but
no questions regarding the rules and cour-
tesles of the road. The applicant is asked
what are the one-way streets in Perth.
That has nothing to do with road courtesy,
because so long as he can read he can
plek them up in Perth or anywhere else.

To draw a comparison, I would like to
mention briefly what 1s necessary to get
a private pilot's license. Some members
might say: What comparison is there be-
tween getting a private pllot’s license and
getting a car driver’s license? Well, a
small aircraft 1s no more dificult to handle
than a car. In fact it is much -easfer,
because there is less to run into upstairs
than there is on the roads.

The numbers of private licenses being
issued are increasing year by year; and to
secure a private pilot’s license it is neces-
sary to do 20 lessons. I am going through
this process at the moment, although time
Is scarce. One is required to do these 20
lessons through sn external course of the
technical school. These lessons deal with
the theory of flight, the engine operation
of aircraft, and general knowledge of the
operation of aircraft. The air regulations
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which correspond with the rules of the road
on the ground have tc be known 100 per
cent.—not 90 per cent. or 99.9 per cent.—
by the person training to be a pilot; other-
wise he fails.

About 50-odd questions have to be
answered in connection with these regula-
tions, and then a restricted license after a
minimum o¢f 30 hours’ training, provided
the frainee passes, is granted. The trainee
pilot can then fly within his training area,
but not outside; then an extension of the
license is granted after a further 20 hours,
at least, during which navigation is carried
out. The traineee pilot is then allowed,
provided he c¢an pass both the theory and
practical tests—it {5 a written examination
in theory, and practical flying is done—to
g0 anywhere in Australia.

I stress that these examinations are not
easy, and someone might say: Well, the
pilot is handling aircraft worth several
thousands of pounds, That is all very
well; but T point out that on the road
people handle moforcars worth several
thousands of pounds, because some of the
more expensive motorcars these days cost
ne more than the light aircraft which
many people use. Perhaps we should give
a little more consideration to the ease,
as it were, of getting motor drivers’
licenses nowadays.

1 feel there are no short-cuts in con-
nection with this matter; it is a question
of making cut a programme and seeing
that everyone carries it out; hecause at
some time in practically everybody’s life
2 motor driver's license is received.

I believe that once a person is ill-frained
and does not know the courtesies of the
road, and he gets into a vehicle weighing
a ton or 30 cwt. with 80 or 90 horsepower
under the bonnet, he can hecome a
potential Kkiller. If such a vehicle gets
into the wrong hands, we know what can
happen, because we see the results today.
I believe a good deal of the trouble is
due to lack of proper teaching in the
early stages of a person’s driving career.

Mr, Lewis: Lack of knowledge of the
rules, or neglect to carry them out when
they are known?

Mr. WILLIAMS: It can be partly both,
but possibly it is mainly lack of know-
ledge of the rules; it is either that, or
else the drivers just do not think about
the rules when going along, but consider
the other fellow should give way to them,
irrespective of whether they are in the
right or in the wrong. I believe that
through education the rules of the road
should become second nature, We all
know our three-times table, and other
tables, because they were drummed into
us early in the piece, By the same token,
a driver’s education should be drummed
inte him in much the same way. If that
were done I think car drivers wouid be
much better than they are and we would
have fewer deaths on the road than there
are today.
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MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [9.35
p.m.i: After the remarks of the last
speaker I feel I must take a course in
fiying an aeroplane. The member for Bun-
bury and other members confined their
remarks to their own electorates and to
their own backyards; but I do not say
that in a derogatory way. The member
for Bunbury gave us a talk on a flying
course, and S0 on.

My few remarks will also be confined
to my electorate which, to me, and I think
to the people of Western Australia, is a
most important one., I start by asking
the Premier: Will he make some means
of conveyance—whether truck or plane—
available to the members of this House
and another place so that they can visit
the north-west? I think there are several
members who have not had an opportunity
of visiting the north-west, particularly the
Kimberleys. That opportunity should be
made available to every member of this
Chamber and of another place. The
means of transport the Premier might care
to suggest or might make available is not
for me to say.

I do not wani to castigate my friend,
the Minister for Lands, to any great de-
gree, but I say that of the many, to me,
despicable things this Government has
done during its seven years in office, irres-
pective of its handing over of the saw-
mills to Sir Halford Reddish, the renewal
of the pastoral leases of 1,000,000-acre
properties is the worst. Despite the fact
that the existing leases have 20 years to
run, they were renewed until 2015. This
is the most disgusting thing—and I say
here without fear of contradiction; and I
am not getting emotional—I say. with
all sincerity, it is the most disgust-
ing thing that has ever been done
by any Government in Western Australia.
I am not blaming the Minister alone, be-
cause he is guided by his Cabinet.

Mr. Bovell: Parliament agreed to it.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Parliament had to
agree because the Government had the
numbers; but look at the arguments that
were put up by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn and by Mr. Wise in another place,
and, in a small measure, by myself. We
put up arguments, but the Minister did
not listen to us; or the Government did
not listen.

i favour the Ord River Dam scheme, and
I give the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment full marks for his efforts in con-
nection with what he has done; but with
all due respect I think he went the wrong
way about doing what he tried to do. If
we go to Uncle Bob, the Prime Minister,
we do not say, “Baob, give us £30,000,000,
or we will go to America and get it.” I
think the Minister’s approach was wrong;
but still he did his best.

What was Uncle Bob's reaction? It was:
“Don’t you dictate to me!” That would be
the answer. I admire the Minister for
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Industrial Development for his efforts.
But if one is going to borrow £30,000,000
from a chap, one does not say, “Give me
£30,000,000, or I will go to America and
get it.”

i wish now to quote from The West
Austratian of the 23rd April, 1964. Under
the heading, “Np Case For Preehold” we
find this—

The real needs in the pastoral areas
are to break up the bigger holdings to
encourage closer settlement and to
insist on stiff development conditions
covering such things as stocking rates,
herd and pasture improvement, fenc-
ing, water supply and control of
vermin and erosion. The tying up of
thousands of square miles in big hold-
ings is wrong in principle and it would
be a grave mistake to give any com-
pany or individual permanent title to,
say, 1,000,000 acres.

That is what I am getting at. The great-
est injustice ever done to Western Aus-
tralia was the renewal of those leases.

Mr. Bovell: I never heard any alter-
native.

Mr. RHATIGAN: We put up an alter-
native. If the Minister reads Hanrsard he
will see it; and he knows that. I hate
to disagree with the Minister, because he
is such a nice persomn.

I now wish to deal with a recent item
which appeared in The West Ausiralian
of the 22nd October last under the head-
ing, “Brand Rejects Producers Charge on
Ord Evosion.” I will not read the whole
of this article because it would be too
wearisome, but the portion I shall read
is most interesting.

I agree with the Premier that there
could be Eastern States companies object-
ing to cotton growing here. But by the
same rule, Mr. Morris, who is the manager
for Vesteys, which was taken over some
eight years ago, knows the position fuil
well and says that the soll erosion at the
Ord might have occurred before 1916. I
tried to tell the Minister for Lands not to
renew these leases hecause of this particu-
lar matter but the Minister had the cheek
to tell me he had better advice.

Mr. Hawke: That was cheek, wasn’t it?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I'll say it was! He
spoke to Mr. Morris, perhaps, or to Lord
Vestey. The report states—

Also, most of the erosion had been
on a particular soil that was very
susceptible to erosion,

Mr. Morris said he had just returned
to Sydney after an inspection of the
area.

He has been the company’'s general man-
ager for some eight vears, anhd he knows
the position full well. He knows he is
getting a good deal out of the Government,
so why should he be worried? The share-
holders of Vesteys, the firm he represents,
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live in England, and I doubt if any one of
them has ever seen these properties. To
continue—

The regeneration scheme had been
set back because of the drought in the
Fast Kimberley, but, given a run of
four or five good seasons it should get
the country back in order again.

On progress so far, he said, the
regeneration scheme would not achieve
the level of carrying capacity set by
the agreement, but a run of good
seasons should enable lost ground to
be made up. He hoped this would
happen,

In another part of the article we find
this—

Telephoned in Sydney yesterday, the
pastoral manager of the Vestey
organisation in Australia, Mr, P. 8.
Morris, said his organisation had been
criticised before about its East Kim-
berley stations.

So it should be. To continue—
The organisation was well aware of
the problem, and steps had been taken
to win back the country.

Steps had been taken—yes, by the Western
Australian Government paying two-thirds
of the cost! To continue—

Most of the damage had been done
in the early days of settlement, per-
haps even before Vesteys bought the
statlons about 1916,

What a lot of rubbisht The old hands tell
me that hbefore 1916 those who owned
praoperties used to give the natives a few
bags of flour and sit them on the water
frontage to keep the cattle out; but
Vesteys did not even do that. They
plundered this land; yet the Minister
renewed their lease until 2015, despite
the fact that it had 19 years to run at the
time of renewal. Was anything more
wicked than that ever done in Western
Australia?

Mr. Hawke: Nothing!

Mr., RHATIGAN: If you, Sir, can name
it, I will be very pleased to hear it

Some time ago I asked the Minister
some questions, but I was unable to get
his answers printed in Hanserd. 1 asked
the Minister to supply the names of the
stations, the areas held by them, the
names of the lessees residing on the sta-
tions, and the names of absentee owners.

I am not going to weary the House hy
reading all this information, but from
it I have made a couple of comparisons
between the areas held by various owners
and the number of cattle that are run
on the properties. One of the absentee
owners is Vestey Bros, and the major
shareholder is Lord Vestey who resides in
London. The Vestey Bros. hold several
leases which embrace a total of 5,164,361

acres.
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Mr. Norton: That is contravening the
Act isn't it ?

Mr. RHATIGAN: Well, those are the
figures which I have in my possession at
the moment. ©On this vast acreage,
64,400 head of cattle are agisted. As a
matter of comparison, Emmanue] Bros.
own 3,114,879 acres, on which they run
90,000 head of catile. Those two tracts
of country are somewhat similar, with
very few ranges. Vestey Bros. are ab-
sentee owners, with a major shareheclder
living in London, but T. Emmanuel lives
on his station, so the comparison that can
be made is that Vesteys should carry, on
their properties, 90,000 head of cattle in
ratio to the numher of head of cattle run
on the area of land held by Emmanuel
Bros.

Mr. O'Connor: Did you not say that
the Emmanuel Bros. were running 90,000
head of cattle?

Mr. RHATIGAN: Yes, and I said that
Vestey Bros. were running 64,000 head,

Mr. O'Connor: On that basis, Vestey
Bros. would have to run 120,000 head as
a matter of comparison.

Mr. RHATIGAN: The Minister's mathe-
matical brain might be quicker than mine,
but I still think he is wrong with that
calculation,

The other comparison which I have
made is hetween Bob Rowell, who is a
resident owner, and J. Naughton, who is
an absentee owner resident in Victoria.
As members on the other side of the House
know, Bob Rowell is a member of the
Liberal Party., J. Naughton owns Alice
Downs Station, Lissadell Station, Texas
Station, and Mable Downs Station. The
total acreage held by him is 1,999,273 acres
on which he carries 60,800 head of cattle,
as against Mr. R. M. Rowell, who has in-
terests in the Kimberley Downs Station:
Napier Downs Station; and Morton and
Tabeland Stations, which total 3,397,391
acres, and on which 47,600 head of cattle
are run.

If members care to study these figures
they will discover that Naughton should
be able to carry almost twice the number
of cattle on his property that are carried
by Rowell on his stations. This shows
that the resident owner is developing his
properties more satisfactorily than the
absentee owner. If the Minister for
Transport has any influence with his Gov-
ernment I would suggest that he should
use it in an effort to wipe out the effects
of the disgusting act that has been com-
mitted by his Government in renewing
thelslea.ses of 1,000,000-acre properties to

I admit that some of these properties
require a large acreage in order to func-
tion successfully. In this respect the first
I can mention is the Dunham River Sta-
tion owned hy the millionaire American;
Mr. Art Linkletter, and Mr. A. Chase of



[Wednesday, 27 October, 1965.]

U.S.A. From memory, Mr, Linkletter
bought this property for a record price of
£90,000. The previous owner bought it for
only a few thousand pounds. So it can
be seen that land values can only go up.
This property is in valleys and has some
rocky country and some useless country,
and to make that station function satis-
factorily that acreage of 876,476 would
probably be needed o carry 13,000 cattle.

The Bow River station of 765,024 acres
is leased by Messrs. M. 5. and E. J. Lilly.
The average number of stock that is run
on it is 12,900 head. This is another sta-
tion which needs its large acreage so that
it can be conducted as an economic pro-
position. Whilst I am in favour of the
Ord River Dam scheme, it is entirely be-
yond me why the Government defeated
the very purpose of this dam by granting
these absentee owners leases of the pro-
perties they hold until 2015, The stations
held by Vestey Bros. include the Ord
River station, the Turner River station
and the Mistake Creek station, and it is on
those properties that the greatest soil
erosion is occurring. Buft what is the
Government doing? It is fencing the pro-
perties for these absentee owners,

For the information of the House I would
point out that the cost of fencing the soil—
eroded areas of the pastoral leases held by
Ord River Ltd., and the Turner Grazing
Co. Ltd., to the 36th June, 1965, was
£110,000. The cost to the Government in
salaries paid to departmental officers en-
gaged on this project, and all the other
expenses that were incurred by the Govern-
ment amounted to a total of £129,000. The
area of land involved is 1,200 square miles,
and it has been estimated that a team of
workers will need to be kept on the project
of fencing the soil-eroded areas for another
16 years at an annual cost of £36,000. Is
this fair? To me it is absolutely disgusting,
because these people were the ones re-
sponsible for the soil erosion. It is all right
for Mr. Morris to say that this soil erosion
probably occurred before 1916.

Mr. Bovell: That was the information
that was given to me when I was in the
Kimberleys.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Why did the Minister
not take notice of me in regard to this? I
worked on these stations, and I know what
the true position is. To a great degree the
Minister has refarded Western Australia,
The reclamation of the Swan River is only
a minor detail compared to the move that
has been made by the Government in the
Kimberleys. If the whole of the Swan River
were reclaimed it would not mean a thing
compared to what the Government has
done with the pastoral stations in the
north,

Whilst I give the Minister for Industrial
Development full marks for the efforts he
has made to complete the work on the Ord
River scheme, I still think he has to get
to the very root of this problem. The
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answer that was given to me when I asked
if the Government intended to return this
land te the present lessees, and, if so, at
what cost to the Government, was that
the lessees have applied for renewal of the
leases, buf the future long-term use of the
area remains for negotiation. I sincerely
hope the Minister will not grant a renewal
of those leases to the present lessees, In-
stead, I think he should charge them the
full cost of developing the fencing project,
because, after all is said and done, they
were lesponsible for plundering the land
despite the fact that Mr. Morris has said
it could have been plundered before 1916.

I have not much more to say, but I know
that there would probably be several mem-
bers of the Country Party who would like
to obtain a lease of portion of that land.
If the firm of English Jews is not develop-
ing this land properly, the Government
should make it pay the cost of fencing
the soil-eroded areas and take the leases
from it, but unfortunately it holds the
5,164,361 acres until 2015 despite the fact
that at the date the leases were renewed
they had 19 years to run. This is abso-
lutely disgusting!

MRER. HALL (Albany) (10 pm.]: I
would like to start my speech hy referring
to something which I think is quite inigui-
tous, and, indeed, a dangerous practice. I
refer to the question of town planning and
the necessity to set aside certain portions
of land for recreational vurposes. On
Tuesday, the 12th October, 1965, I asked
the Minister representing the Minister for
Town Planning the following questions:—

(1} Is it a fact that the Town Plan-
ning Department is now imposing
conditions on proposed sub-
divisions, demanding that portion
of land in proposed subdivisions
be set aside for recreational pur-
poses?

The answer I received was as follows:—

(1) The Town Planning Board, not
the Town Planning Department,
is responsible for conditions of
subdivision,

Provision of areas to he set aside
for recreation purpeses has always
been a condition of subdivision.

No-one will dispute the necessity to have
areas set aside for recreational purposes.
But as I move on in my speech I will show
the effect that proposed subdivisions are
having all over the State. My question
continued—

If so, is he aware that when the
parcel of land in the proposed sub-
division is too small for recreational
purposes the department is insisting
that proceeds from the sale of one
black of land in the proposed subdivi-
sion be paid Into a fund for recrea-
tional purposes before the subdivision
will be agreed to?
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I received the following answer:—

MNo. Such conditions are suggested as
an alternative and in some cases the
subdivider and local authority agree to
the payment of money into a fund for
the purchase of recreational land in
the vicinity, or when payment is re-
quired as a provision of an approved
town planning scheme.

I have evidence that proves that there is a
subdivision already taking place within
about 50 yards of the proposed subdivision
to which I referred, and facilities were also
requested to be made in conneciion with
that subdivision when it was approved, and
the required land was set aside for that
purpose. In an approach it made to the
Town Planning Department the local
authority received the following reply on
the 18th Pebruary, 1965:—

Dear Sir,

Pt. Plantagenet Loc. 391,
The Board has considered your appli-
cation for approval to subdivision of
the above described land and has re-
solved to approve a diagram or plan of
survey in accordance with the sketeh
plan received in this office on the Tth
December, 1964, subject to the equiva-
lent of one lot in the position to be
agreed between the subdivider and the
Local Authority being shown on the
Diagram or Plan of Survey as a reserve
for public recreation to be vested in
the Crown under Section 20A of the
Town Planning and Development Act.

'This notice of approval is operative
for a period of two years from the date
of this letter.

The proposed subdivision and the small
block of land in gquestion was inadequate
and insufficient for recreational purposes.
The local authority wrote and pointed this
out to the town planning people, and
received the following reply:—

The Board resolved to advise your
Authority in reply to your letter of the
14th April, 1965, that the Board is not
prepared to deiete its condition re-
quiring the provision of the equivalent
of one lot for recreational reserve in
respect of this subdivision but would be
prepared to agree to an arrangeme_nt
being made between your Authority
and the—

This is where they have committed them-
selves, To continue—
—applicant for a sum of money
equivalent to the market value of one
lot within the subdivision being paid
into a Trust Fund to be established by
your Authority for the purposes of ac-
guiring land in the vicinity for recrea-
tional purposes.
Is this not tantamount to blackmail? The

Town Planning Department says, in effect,
“If you do not agree to this subdivion and
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sell one block of land we will not allew that
subdivision to go through:” and this when
it has already accepted in a nearby subdivi-
sioh a partieular area for recreational pur~
poses. Surely this would prove a threat to
every subdivision that is likely to take place
in the next 12 or 18 months. To me it
smacks of a despotic dictatorship, when the
department can demand in the case of a
small block which is too small for recrea-
tional purposes that an amount be paid
into the fund for recreational purposes in
other areas. What would be the position if
this was only a small subdivision and the
other fellow bought the bulk of it? Would
it require the first block to be taken from
the subdivisicn and another portion taken
for recreational purposes at a later suh-
division in the same area?

We heard the member for Bayswater
elaborating on the cost of land, and the
Government saying, “What would you do?
Would you give it away?” The department
is asking us to give away a block of land
which may be worth £500, and for an
amount to be put into a recreational fund.
It is despotic dictatorship and blackmail
of the worst kind. This is one matter that
the Government should look at very care-
fully. I am sure the Minister will not be
at all happy about it; particularly when
we talk about subdivisions and the en-
forcement of portion of the money to be
pajd into a fund, and when we are told
we must sell a block of land or the de-
partment will not agree to the subdivision.
Where are we heading? We must go very
thoroughly into this matter of subdivisions
and their enforcement.

I would now like to make some refer-
ence to the transport comrmission, and to
the Transport Act generally. The Act
shows what the transport commission can
do to decentralise industries. Recently I
asked several questions which the Minister
appeared loth to answer. He seemed to beat
around the mulberry bush to evade the
issue; in fact, he got quite mystical.

Mr. O'Connor:

Mr. HALL: It is so. The first question
I asked was on Wednesday, the 20th
October, 1965. The transport association
is making an assessment of charges. The
point we must appreciate is that the trans-
port association has a set form of charges,
and in connection with the transport of
bricks it is enjoying a luxurious privilege.
It is carting bricks from the metropolitan
area into a decentralised area in competi-
tion with that area. It enjoys all the
privileges of the Transport Board. When
we consider the regulations that govern the
assistance in this matter we find they are
s0 wide that no charge is made at all. I
am not sure whether a charge is made for
this particular commodity when trans-
ported by road, but there is a charge made
by rail which is in direct competition with
road transport. These bricks are carted
from Hawker Siddeley Building Supplies

That is not so.
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Pty. Ltd., and they are sent to the country
areas. The bricks may be of a better
quality, but this competition does not
stimylate decentralised industries.

Mr. O'Connor: Are you suggesting that
we compel these people to make a charge?

Mr. HALL: I think they do make a
charge, but it is not comparable with the
charge made on the railways.

Hawker Siddeley is permitted to dump
bricks on slte through permits issued by
the Transport Board, against the interests
of the railways and the local brick manu-
facturers. That is the point which should
be faced. If that firm is to enter into this
field of competition in Albany, through the
privileges it recelves under the transport
Act—and the Minister is well aware of
what is going on—

Mr, O'Connor: At what cost are they
delivered on site?

Mr. HALL: What it is doing is to dump
tunnel fired cream bricks at £38 10s. per
thousand. The purchase price of these
bricks is €22 8s. 6d. per thousand, and the
road haulage charge should be assessed at
£28 85. They should be delivered on site at
£50 16s. 6d4. a thousand, but they are
dumped at £38 10s. or a difference of
£13 6s. 6d. If we take into account the
rajlway freight on bricks we will see what
the cost should be. This firm is privileged,
and its action will devastate decentralised
industries in the country areas.

In the case of tunnel fired reds, the list
price of Hawker Siddeley is £17 10s. a
thousand, and the haulage charge |Iis
£28 8s. a thousand based on the tonnage
per mile. The firm is able to undercut,
through its transport permit. These bricks
are landed in Albany at £35 per thousand
on site, or £10 15s. less than what they
should be. The local manufacturers can-
nat compete, and nelther can the railways
in respect of transport charges.

Mr. O'Neil: Is the price of £45 15s. for
one thousand bricks landed?

Mr. HALL: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil: What is the leecal price?

Mr, HALL: The minimum tonnage car-
ried by the railways is eight tons.

Mr. O'Nell: What is the local price?

Mr. HALL: 1 have no particulars of the
local price, but I have obtained the views
of the local manufacturers who say they
cannot compete. They think there will be
a recession, because of the dumping of
bricks by Hawker Siddeley at a cut price.

Mr. O’'Neil: That might be the reason
why the Housing Commission cannot get
brick houses built in Albany.

Mr. HALL: I{ could be. This Govern-
ment advocates the decentralisation of in-
dustry, and yet it acts in this manner in
the granting of transport permits. In
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New Scuth Wales the Government is sub-
sidising decentralised industries, and as-
sisting with freights. What has the Gov-
ernment in this State done? It has allowed
the dumping of bricks in Albany and
destroyed a decentralised industry.

Mr. Bovell: You talk about brick houses,
yet the stone house belonging to Dr. Black-
burn in Albany has been demolished,

Mr. HALL: I am not talking about stone
structures. We have a fine stone gaol,
but we are getiting rid of that. If we
examine the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Aect we will find how the Transport
Board gets around the position so easily.
Section 58 (1) of the Act states—

The Commission, with the approval
of the Governor may make regulations
with respect to—

(j)} applications for licenses
or permits under this Act and
the revocation, suspension, or
transfer of such licenses or
permits;

the form and conditions of
and any particulars to be set
out in licenses or permits
under this Act,

I now turn to the vulnerable portion of
the legislation which takes some flnding.
I have been given an assurahce by the
Minister that the firm in question does
enjoy a transporf privilege, but what the
extent of that privilege is I cannot dis-
cover, In the form used for issuing a
permit for a temporary license the fee
payable is shown as blank, and it is cal-
culated at the rate per centum on the
gross earnings from the operation of the
vehicle in question, in accordance with
the permit or temparary license. If
we can determine what is the earning
capacity of such vehicles we will get plenty
from them,

This firm is enjoying the issue of a per-
mit without paying anything for it, to the
detriment of decentralised industries. The
Minister said this was not so. Yesterday
I asked a question of the Minister for
Transport to obtain information on the
tonnage rates laid down by the Transport
Commissioner before permits are issued for
the cartage of various commodities be-
tween Perth and Albany.

I did not stipulate the commodities, he-
cause I wanted an overall comparison. The
reply of the Minister was—

(1) When issuing a permit for the
transport of commodities between
Perth and Albany, the Commis-
sioner of Transpart does not pre-
seribe tonnage rates; these are a
matter for negotiation between
the carrier and his client.

(2) Eighteen permits covering 133,300
bricks transported from Midland
Junction, Armadale and Jandakot.

k)
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I shall not compare the railway freight
charges, because I think I have covered the
point sufficiently.

I now refer to a question which was
asked by the member for Gascoyne in this
House on the 15th August, 1962. He asked
the Minister for Transport—

Is it necessary f{or carriers who
operate north from Geraldton to Car-
narvon and other north-west towns
to have their vehicles licensed with
the Transport Board or to pay a ton-
nage fee for a permit?

The reply given by the Minister was as
foliows:—

The State Transport Co-ordination
Act requires thal, subject to exemp-
tions, a commercial goods vehicle shall
not operate on any road unless such
vehicle is licensed. Exemption is pro-
vided concerning that part of the
State situated north of the 26th paral-
lel of south latitude.

Without wearying the House with the
other part of the question, I shall quote
some examples of the tonnage rate fur-
nished by the Minister. For transport
from Geraldton to the north, the fees are
based on a distance of 200 miles and vary
from 2s. per ton for fertilisers to 18s. per
ton for beer, fuel, and general stores.
Machinery is at the rate of 18s. per ton,
while tiles and sawn timber are at 9s.
per ton. The charge for other building
materials is 12s. per ton.

To obtain similar information I framed
my question which I asked yesterday
somewhat gifferently from the question
asked by the member for Gascoyne, but
throueh the evasive and hidden tactics
adopted by the board I was not given the
requitred information. However, I was
able to ascertain the position from the
regulations and from the provisions in
the Act relating to the granting of per-
mits. The department was able to give
a straightout answer in 1962, but it seems
to have deteriorated since that time, de-
spite the additional aids, such as compu-
ters, at its disposal. It seems to have
decreased in efficiency.

The Transport Board seems to be work-
ing aeainst the interests of decentralised
industry, and its actions should be ex-
amined in aorder to obtain a true picture.
I wonder if its agents are working hand
in glove with Hawker Siddeley!

Mr. O'Neil: Semeone should inquire into
the cost of bricks manufactured in Albany.

Mr. HALL: ‘The indusiry in Albany is
assisted hy the Government. It has in-
stalled machinery, but it has not sufficient
finance to install a tunnel kiln. At the
present time the competition from cen-
tralised industries in the metropolitan
area makes it impossible for that firm to
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install additional machinery and a tunnel
}nln, in order to compete on an equal foot-
ng.

This has happened to this State in re-
gard to other industries. I refer to pro-
ducers of food such as jams. In the past,
big firms from the Eastern States dumped
their products here at a loss; and when
they gained control of the market they
raised the prices. The sky was the limit.
The industry was virtually controlled by a
dictatorship because they had a mono-
poly. That iz a danger the State faces.
The State will have to realise that de-
centralised industries must be nurtured
and looked after; and in a few years’ time
the industries of this State will be able
to cope with the State’s expansion.

I would like to quote something dear to
my heart, as I keep hoping that by per-
istency I may impregnate the mind of
the Government in regard to the estab-
lishment of a scouring works at Albany.
I am referring to the five wool sales that
have taken place this year at Albany for
the first time. The alticle I propose to
quote is headed, “Albany: Geelong of the
West.” Reference is made to Geelong
which was built around the textile indus-
try and the Gordon Institute, scouring
works, and wool sorting, and it became the
controlling wool point in Victoria. The
article reads as follows:—

“It is estimated that 80,000 bales
of wool should be sold in Albany this
season, and this fizure must progres-
sively inerease as the large areas
under development come into produe-
tion,” Elders-GM chairman, Mr. H. F.
Cooke, said yesterday.

He was speaking at the opening of
the company's new premises in
Albany.

We find there has been an upward trend
in the prices for that year and I can
see there is a grand future for develop-
ment, I have made approaches to the
Minister for Industrizl Development, but
his heart is not in the south at the
moment. He might come back iater on.
I do not know where he is lost in the
north, but I am trying to get him inter-
ested in the south,.

Mr. Bickerton: I thought he was down
your end.

Mr. HALIL: I hope he will come down
occasionally, but not at election time. I
believe he is quite sincere in what he is
trying to do to attract industries here.
If we can get American money invested in
Australia, T can see no belter opportunity
than to open up a seouring and felmong-
ering works adjacent to the wool pro-
ducing area. I think we have a magnifi-
cent future which warrants the establish-
ment of that industry. If I could obtain
the enthusiasm of the retired people at
Albany who are supposed to have great
wealth we could easily have a gigantic
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scouring works at Albany. The woollen
mills, as the Minister for Lands would
know as he has a few shares stacked
away, started on a pound for pound basis
on the part of the people.

Mr. Bovell: T have no dividends coming
forward now.

Mr. HALL: It is showing a profit this
vear.

Mr. Bovell:
holder
Albany.

Mr. HALI:: In regard to tourism, I be-
lieve the potential of Albany has been
untouched; and I hope by careful watch-
ing our beaches will be preserved. The
point I wish to make here is in regard
to the possibility of establishing some-
thing on similar lines to Rotinest. Per-
haps Government assistance could be
given in a similar way to develop the
tourist industry at Quarrinup, which used
to be the quarantine station, but is now
a holiday resort. Money is required to
provide the necessary golf course, tennis
courts, fishing facilities, and accom-
modation. However, the potential there
is untouched. When we consider the
millions of pounds that come into this
and other States by means of tourism, I
think we should be able to look forward
to development in the southern portion
of the State.

In past years It has been said that it
always rains in Albany. However, this
vear I think we have had less rainfall
than any other portion of the State. We
had an extensive summer. This can be
traced back to the gigantic clearing t_hat
has taken place with land expansion,
Actually, Albany’s rainfall is decreasing
each year, and that is going to give us an
extended summer season. It is quoted
by many of the economists that when
timber is reduced in an aree, the rainfall
is reduced—and they are probably right.
One finds that the greatest rainfall is in
the areas with the greatest forests. So
we will go on to a greater extension of
the summer season at Albany.

The Government should acquaint itself
with and liven itself up to the tremendous
possibilities of Albany by spending some
money there. I am not making any de-
rogatory statement about the Tourist
Bureau, or about the Tourist Development
Authority, because ft has spent money
there as well as in other parts of the
State. No doubt it is hoping for a return
from all over the State; and it spends
money where the retuwrn will be the
fastest. It has spent a iot of money at
Rottnest in the provision of a golf course,
tennis courts, and so on; hut it must look
to the southern portion oi the State.

One can live as a tourist in Albany for
three weeks and not go to the same
beauty spot twice, without taking Norna-
lup and Denmark into consideration.

I am an original share-
and I showed my confidence in
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Some very eminent tourists from overseas
and the Eastern States have been to
Albany as well as some Americans and
some English and they have been abso-
lutely enthralled by the beauty and mag-
nittde of what they have seen. At one
time it was intended to set up an in-
dustry around Middleton Beach, but
fortunately that did not take place; if it
had it would have ruined a scenic beach.

The other point I want to deal with is
housing, I make reference here to the
movement of population in Albany and its
effect on housing. The member for Bunbury
tonight mentioned the population at
Albany; and between the shire and the
municipality the figure is over the 14,000
mark, That means we are facing diffi-
culties with regard to housing. Bunbury
was in a similar position and also Gerald-
ton, where I helieve the situation is now
under control, With a big movement of
people it is hard to provide the housing.

I do not wish it to be thought that I
am ridiculing the State Housing Commis-
sion, as it is doing an admirable job with
the funds availabie; but we must pressurise
the Commonwealth Government into pro-
viding more money to be spent through
the housing commission, building societies,
or some other medium., As families grow
it is necessary to provide them with larger
housing; otherwise they will leave the dis-
trict, Then there are young couples who
get married on a restricted income. They
have to be on a minimum income in order
to qualify with the State Housing Com-
mission. If this were not so they would be
debarred on account of their income.

By way of question I asked the Minister
if it was possible to provide houses for
40 families of the P.M.G. who were being
shifted to Albany with the southern con-
trolling division of the P.M.G. That is a
big movement of people, particularly when
applications for houses are always about
100 behind in natural turnover. Thevefore
we will have to get money from another
source in order to tackle the problem.

The member for Fremantle pointed out
rather forcibly the position in regard to
single pensioners, as he is experiencing the
same difficulty in his area as I am in mine.
Because of the age of the buildings and
because of a regulation which regquires the
houses to be brought up to a modern stan-
dard, there has been a tremendous number
of condemnations. It is only because of
sympathy for those concerned that the
demolition has not progressed at a meore
devastating rate. ©Old people who have
been living on verandahs or who have been
sharing a small house with another pen-
sioner receive orders of eviction. The de-
molition takes place; and where do the
pensioners go?

We also have the widow or single woman
pensioner or male pensioner. Where do
they go? They cannot take a flat at £6 10s.
a week, and they cannot get a house under
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the cottage scheme because there is only
one coming into Albany which is being
established by the Western Australian Pen-
sioners’ League, an offshoot of the Aus-
tralian Pensioners' League. That league is
going to build a few single units following
a long period of negotiation and arrange-
ment,

Many of these single people do not want
to get out of the town in which they are
living. They want to intermingle with
others in the area containing young people
in order that their own thoughts and
ideas might be stimulated. They are not
geriatrics. But what are we doing about
them? The only way they can solve their
problem is to migrate to the city.

If we take away from the decentralised
area a few of these single pensioners
and those on an income just above the
pension level, we are taking out of the
area and bringing into the city the £7 or
£8 a week they get. Every f£1 of a pen-
sioner is used to meet the cost of accom-
modation and food, and if he can get a
few extra bhob, this is expended on clothes.

This migration to the city is occurring
all the time and it also takes place in the
shires and municipalities. An engineer is
transferred from one district to another,
but the home in which he has been living
is not available to outsiders because it has
to be reserved for the incoming engineer
who has perhaps a wife and children.

The member for Wellington smiles.
This problem must be affecting him and
every other Couniry Party member here.
It cannot be dodged. I remember that
last session the member for Avon Valley,
when he was on his feet, said a lot about
accommodation for the workers on the
farm. He said he could not retain them.
All municipalities are in exactly the same
paosition.

Mr. Gayfer: The member for Avon, not
Avon Valley.

Mr, HALL: I am sorry. I delete the “*Val-
ley.” I couid give the honourable member
an answer for that one, but I had better
not. I am trying to convince members that
this action is taking place. These people are
not geriatrics. They are people with the
right to live where they want to. Why
should they have to leave their local
environment and migrate into the metro-
politan area? Why should they have to
migrate when they have made their
friends in an area where they previously
earned their livelihood? 1t is not their
wish to migrate, but they are forced to do
so because of the lack of single pensioner
accommodation.

The other point I wish to raise on this
matter concerns the married couples, who
are just as important. However, some
provisicn is made for them, and that is
very important. I will agree that the
Pederal Qovernment is moving in this
field. Wa chould consider the cost of
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bringing a migrant into our State. The
Labhor Party had this as part of its plat-
form at one stage. Each child born of
a natural marriage should reduce the
actual price of a home by £100. Therefore,
if a man has five children, the cost of the
house would be reduced by £500. What
better stimulant is there for the popula-
tion than the proposition, which would
also reduce the necessity for the entry of
50 many migrants?

Mr. Gayfer: What do you mean by
natural marriage?

Mr. HALL: By that I mean two Aus-
tralians who have married or two married
migrants who have been naturalised; in
other words, those who are here. We
should stimulate our own population. One
thousand pounds for one family would be
an acquisition and stimulation to married
life. I say that we would find homes much
happier under those circumstances. It
would reduce the necessity for husband
and wife to go to work hecause of hire-
purchase commitments. This sacrifices
the home life. Their commitments would
be reduced because of the Government's
action in stimulating the finance to assist
the purchase of homes. The married
couples could then proceed to furnish
them.

It has been stated recently that hire-
purchase people intend to introduce a type
of policy which will' establish the hire-
purchase commitments on a proper basis.
This will mean that the wife will not have
te go to work and, as a consequence,
perhaps some broken homes may be saved
and the State will be spared the necessity
of paying, in many cases, child welfare
assistance,

I see the Minister for Housing is now in
his place. I wish he had been here when
I was—flguratively—crying on his shoulder
about single pensioners, I knew he
realises the seriousness of the situation,

Mr. O'Neil: I was listening,

Mr. HALL: I was not in any way
derogatory about him, but this is some-
thing we must tackle.

The other points on which I wish to
touch are hospitalisation and education. 1
have raised the problem of hospitalisation
by way of question and answer, and 1 am
pleased to say I have received good news.
The Minister assures me that it is intended
to establish a geriatric ward at the Albany
Regional Hospital, and this will relieve
the situation considerably. It is also, X
believe, intended to provide extensions to
cater for a psychological ward, a patho-
logy ward, and facilities for physio-
therapy. In addition to this, improve-
ments are to be made in the parking area.
I therefore cannot condemn what is being
done in that connection, because I think
the improvements will to some extent meet
requirements,
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However, there is a very sighificant
problem, and I raised this also by way of
question and answer., There is a tre-
mendous shortage of doctors in country
areas; and with the growing population it
is very difficult to induce doctors to prac-
tise in the country areas, and particularly
voung doctors. They get their degrees
and very often go to England to complete
their studies. We cannot hold them, be-
cause they are entitled to go. They have
completed their hard training and desire
to further their studies elsewhere.

I believe that if a resident doctor were
appointed, the situation would be relieved
considerably. The doctors are completely
overworked; and although there has been
a slight easement with the coming of
another doctor, whom I hope we can hold,
a resident doector would certainly take the
pressure off the other doctors in Albany.
T think the health authorities should look
at that point and try to ease the tension
and the amount of work that falls on the
shoulders of the doctors there now. All
folk in the country areas are in dire straits
because of the lack of medical attention.

The other point to which I wish to refer
—and the member for Bunbury will enjoy
this one—concerns our proposed university.
Albany for a long time has had a site set
aslde for a teachers' training college and
university. The member for Sublaco to-
night spoke on this subject. He pointed
out clearly how those in the educational
sphere were in the doldrums and were not
expanding their ideas and exhibiting elas-
ticity. I think the Education Department
is slipping, and will continue to do so,
until it broadens its outlook.

Educational qualifications should be de-
centralised; otherwise there will be one
trend In academic education. I think
country towns such as Bunbury, Geraldton,
and Albany, should have teachers’ training
colleges equivalent to the first three years,
and perhaps the training could be finished
at the central universities over the last two
years. I think we should get away from
having all our educational facilities in
centralised areas. The member for Mel-
ville intends to move a motion to deal with
reclamation on the river, because of this
centralising of the education system.

The sites are available in those other
areas for the decentralisation of education
and decentralisation of academic educa-
tion. Research is required into the appoint-
ment of people for academic training.
The teachers are not changed in this coun-
try. In America they are changed every
two years. They do not get a chance to
have set ideas. The member for Subiaco
was on the ball.

Mr, Lewis: Are you talking about the
department or the University?

Mr, HALI:: The University. I am not
talking about the Education Department.
I am talking about higher education. We
have to look at the situation and broaden
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the principles of academic education. The
teachers are drawn fromn different areas,
and they should be sent out to other areas
s0 that their thinking will be stimulated.
I think it is right that we should have a
look at the principle and ask ourselves
whether we are going about our education
in the right way.

T think the towns which I mentioned are
quite qualified to have the educational
facilities; they have the environment which
is required. Some of the towns have quite
a history which could suit persons seeking
academic qualifications inh that field. No
doubt, it would mean better academic
qualifications in this State.

The last point I wish to mention is
taxation. The Premier has elaborated the
reasons and requirements for the heavy
burden of taxation. But can he answer
this point: When he receives all this tax-
ation, through the many devious means,
how much does he lose it administration?
What percentage goes back into the field?
How many more times are the staff and
costs increased? At every point one wili
find increases in taxation, but there has
been no mention of staff increases which
would add to costs. Just how much the
public can stand, I do not know. Tax, tax,
tax! I can remember a term which was
uced when I first came to this Parliament:
the “Tax-us Rangers.”

We are told that we have to match the
Enstern States. I say we do not have to
match the Eastern States or anyone. We
iave the wealth, and the will to work,
and all the other requirements. We have
the wealth which we are producing and a
big percentage of the economy of Australia
comes from Western Australia. Do we get
our equity and rights and entitlements?
De we need all this taxatlon? To me it
seems most iniquitous.

I agree with the tax on drunken driving.
But with regard to dangercus driving and
careless driving, who is to be the judge?
Are the traffic inspectors to be qualified
overnight: & mechanic yesterday and a
traffic inspector today, qualified to judge
estimated speeds, or judge dangerous driv-
ing? Can such a man go to court and set
himself up as a superior being? That man
could be responsible for an indlvidual being
sent to gaol or having to pay a £100 fine.
If that is not a medium of taxation, I have
yet to see one.

The amount of flnes in Albany for the
period of seven months was £5,000-0dd for
traffic offences, as against £3,000 for the
12 | .onuhs of the previous vear. So where
do we go from there? Now there is a land
tax increase, a water rate increase, a
motor vehicle license Increase, and a
driver's license increase. We do not know
where to stop. There is a measure before
the House inflicting increases in transport
costs. The impact of those charpges
will be tremendous. The taxes had to be
increased so that the Government can
budget for the next 12 months.
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One firm of transporters in Albany
bought £100,000-worth of frucks so that
it could handle the extra heavy harvest.
What is going to be the tax increase on
that firm? Already we have seen wharf-
age charges and shipping freights in-
creased. There has been an increase in
pensioners’ rents, indirectly. Because of
the country water supply authority, the
pensioners have to pay for their water,
which was previcusly covered by the rent.
The member for Balcatta asked questions
on this matter and it was shown that there
was an increase of 4s. or 5s. in the rent.
There has been no increase in the stan-
dard of living, except for a supplementary
allowance of 10s, To get this, a lot of the
pensioners have to live in a de facto re-
lationship.

There are forms of taxation in every
medium. We saw a statement in the Press
made by the Premier, pressing for wage
fixation. A professor in the Eastern
States clearly signified that we must get
down to some justice in the wages system
so that a man will be paid what he is
entitled to.

Consider what can occur when a fine
of £100 or £200, or a six months’ gaol sen-
tence is imposed on a person in poor cir-
cumstances who has a car. Most people
today have a car and the member for Pil-
bara made a very sane statement, to my
mind, when he said we should he bowing
to the motorcar as the god of all because a
lot of people would sell their lives to own a
car. I will mention what is happening in
the circumstances to which I referred.
This Government is now paying relief to
one family in Albany because the bread-
winner is serving a gaol sentence because
he could not pay a fine. The Government
is now paying out for the family because
the wife and children have to be protected
until such time as the Commonwealth
Government takes over the responsibility
—aflter the man has been in prison for six
months.

That is the picture. With all this taxa-
tion, the primary producer will be the
one to suffer. The transport and freight
charges can be loaded-off, but indirectly
they will go back to the primary producer.
He will pay more for everything. How
far can we go with the “Tax-us Rangers"?
I would say that land values are up to the
sky. How long can people stand the excess
water charge? When the real impact of
this legislation hits the working people they
will really be gone, because I doubt if any
member here, unless he is really rich, could
rush around and find £200 tomorrow morn-
ing, It will have to be ready cash or gaol.
Arrangements would have to be made with
one’s banker. I certainly could not find
£100 or £200.

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Avon
never carries less than £300 with him.

Mr. HALL: Well I recently had to lend
him a dollar.
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Mr. Jamieson: Did you get it back?

Mr. HAILL: Yes, I would say that
people generally have not all this ready
cash. There might be businessmen on the
other side of the House who could find
that amount, and perhaps one or two on
this side; but I do not think so.

I will conclude on the principal point I
raised, and that is that we have gone to
the limit of taxation. The Premier made
a statement before the start of the session,
that we had now reached saturation point
and that the public could not be asked to
pay any more taxes,

A member:

Mr. HALL: If he said it six years ago,
there was a reprint in 18965. I have a copy
of it somewhere. However, I am not like
the member for Fremantle; I have not got
them all with me.

I wish to emphasise the point that we
have reached the limit of taxation. Many
innocent people will be hurt if it goes any
higher, and I include fines in this category.
I do not mind increased penalties for
drunken driving. Had the Government
made it £200 for a first offence I would
have said that was all right; but I refer
to the fines for other charges, such as
dangerous driving and speeding, The judge
of this—the superior being—was yesterday
a mechanic and today he is an inspector.
The member for Warren could tell us that
it is not easy to become an inspector. One
has to know how to act and how te judge
speed to be able to tell the difference be-
tween right and wrong. The same applies
to members of Parliament., It is not easy
to be a good member of Parliament; it
takes yvears of experience. That experience
cannot be gained in five minutes.

That was six years ago.

Mr. Rowberry: And you don’t get enough
pay for it.

Mr. HALL: 1 would have to see how
much work was done first! I repeat: Taxa-
tion has reached the limit, as have water
rates, land valuations, the cost of buildings,
and so on. It has reached saturation point
because there has not been an equivalent
adjustment to the basic wage. However,
the Premier might have something in mind
in this connection. The fact that he was
off colour yesterday might have been why
he did net bring it forward. With all these
rising costs we cannot penalise the worker
any more, and if the Government does not
do something to improve the position we
will find there will be a migration of
workers, as there was 18 months ago when
workers left this State to obtain work in
the Eastern States because of the higher
margins being paid there. That is a point
the Government must watch very closely.

Progress

Progress reporied and leave given to sit
again, on metion by Mr. I. W. Manning.
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BILLS (3): RECEIPT AND FIRST Page
3 READING QUESTIONS ON NOTICE—
Crayfish—
1. Local Government Act Amendment Processing Plants—
Bill (No. 3). Ownershlp and Control 1878
9, Statute Law Revision Bill. Rnssdlnte;nauonal Fisheries Pty. 878
s . Lid. : Agents .. 187
3. Sifatute L.aw Revision Bill (Nn. 2. Tropical Traders Ltd. : Agents 1878
Bills received from the Council; and, Processors and Plants—Lwensing
on motions by Mr. Nalder (Minister Tabling of Correspondence ... 1878
for Agriculture), read a first time. Institute of Technology : Facilities for
RStudents . Ith 1877
. oad Funds : Gommnnwea Grants to
BILLS (6): RETURNED Western Australia . ... 1877
1. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination _and Con- QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE—

trol) Act Amendment Bill
Gove;‘nment Railways Act Amendment
Bill.
Jennacubbine Sports Council (Incor-
porated) Bill.

Crayfish Processors and Plants—Lmensing :
Tabling of Correspondence 1878

i

w

. The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
4. EleB(:ii;ﬁral Districts Act Amendment " " chair at 2.30 p.n. and read
5. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill PI2Yers.
{No. 2). -
6. State Housing Death Benefit Scheme QUESTIONS (9): ON NOTICE
-Bill. 1 with INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Blélibrgammgn g%m the Council with- Facilities for Students
1. The Hon, J. DOLAN asked the Minister
House adjourned at 10.59 p.m. For Mines:

As adequate student facilities, in-
cluding canteen services, will be an
urgent need in the 1966 school
year, when can it be expected that
these will he provided at the West-

_ ern Australian Institute of Tech-
nology?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

Depending upon the Common-

\fvealth's aggeement to the plans

- - + H or the next stage it is hoped that
'!!J"P gtﬁlanl}? ([Lnuuf t[ a students’ amenities block will be
provided towards the end of 1966

Thursday, the 28th Qctober, 1965 or early in 1967,
CONTENTS 2. This question was postponed.
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L°f§{)"’2‘;‘f§5“s‘§:}mﬁgtm‘:§§§“m“‘ Bl July, 1959, until the 30th June,

Public Works Act Amendment Bill—2r. ... 1881 1564?

Traffic Act Amendment Bill (No 2}— (2) For each of these years, what were
Furtber Report .. 1881 the amounts apportioned to West-
3r. 1881 ern Australia by the distributing

‘Workers' Gompensation Act Amendment formula of —

Bill—Com. . 1894 (a) one third to population;
MOTIONS— {b) one third to area;
Fireworks : Sale and Use—Legislation fo tc) one third to motor wvehicle

Control ... ... 1888 registrations?



